
³PA67, P5E6EN7, AND F8785E´
Luke 22:14-23 (NIV)

Kailua Christian Church
Rev. Yumiko NakagaZa

Ma\ 2nd, 2021 

Good morning.  M\ name is Yumiko NakagaZa, an ordained minister of Evangelical 
Covenant Church.  I have served at an ECC church in Boston for over 10 \ears and 
recentl\ moved to HaZaii.  I¶m grateful to be able to Zorship Zith \ou this morning. 

While this is the first time meeting \ou all, \ou have been in m\ pra\ers, in light of the 
great loss at KCC earlier last month. I¶ve heard a great deal about Bev from various 
people including Pastor Dale, and I can¶t imagine hoZ much \ou all miss her.  

What is one thing \ou miss about Bev?  It ma\ be all too raZ for some of \ou, and if it 
is, no pressure at all to share.  But if \ou Zould like, Zould \ou tell me a little bit about 
her?  Go ahead and t\pe it in the chat, or \ourself to share. 

[1 minute] 

Thank \ou for sharing Zonderfull\ sZeet things about Bev.  Unfortunatel\, I haven¶t had 
a chance to meet her on this earth, and she¶s noZ someone I look forZard to meeting 
in the future. And let me assure \ou, Ze Zill all see her.  Though it doesn¶t ease the 
pain \ou are feeling toda\.  

I sa\ this because I came to accept Christ as m\ Savior after losing m\ close friend.  
And hope of seeing her someda\ is Zhat I held onto. Mi\uki and I Zere on the same 
track team all throughout middle and high school.  She and I got close because Ze ran 
together ever\ da\. She Zas the sZeetest person Zith the most gentle spirit. Ver\ 
different from me Zho is loud.  

Out of the blue, Zhen Ze Zere seniors in high school, she Zas diagnosed Zith 
leukemia. After a transplant and spending the folloZing 3 \ears in a hospital bed, she 
Zas taken. I Zas a strong atheist back then, but eventuall\, in the place of pain, 
question and anger, the Hol\ Spirit led me to Christ.  

Even to this da\, I miss her. I kept Zondering Zhat Zould have happened to her if she 
had survived leukemia.  Ever\ time I visit a neZ cit\ that she hasn¶t been to, I often talk 
to her and tell her hoZ I Zish she could see this Zith me.  And I hope and pra\ that I Zill 
see her again. And she is just one of man\ people I look forZard to seeing in heaven.  

I am sure \ou have people \ou look forZard to seeing in heaven as Zell.  Who do \ou 
Zant to see?  Your parents, siblings, friends, or spouse?  Bev? 

For John, Peter, Paul, Mar\, Thomas and the rest of sisters and brothers in Jerusalem 
2000 \ears ago, it Zas Jesus. 



We read the passage from Luke 22.  At the last supper, Jesus instructs His disciples 
about hoZ to celebrate Communion.  

Lord Jesus, on the night he Zas betra\ed, took bread, and Zhen he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said: ³This is m\ bod\, Zhich is for \ou; do this in remembrance of me.´ 
In the same Za\, after supper he took the cup, sa\ing: ³This cup is the neZ covenant in 
m\ blood; do this, Zhenever \ou drink it, in remembrance of me.´

And so the disciples did. In the folloZing da\s and Zeeks, the disciples broke the 
bread, and shared Zith each other and remembered Jesus.  And talked about Zhat 
the\ miss about their teacher, messiah, Savior, and friend.  The\ talked about Zhat 
the\ Zould do Zhen the\ get to see Jesus.  Jesus promised to come back, and the 
disciples thought the da\s Zere coming in a matter of Zeeks and months, so I imagine 
the\ talked about hoZ much the\ looked forZard to seeing Jesus, perhaps as much as 
Ze look forZard to seeing our loved ones, if not more.  

And it Zasn¶t just the fun memor\ that the\ remembered as the\ celebrated the 
Communion. 

What the\ also remembered Zas the sacrifice of Jesus. When Jesus came to the earth, 
He had a mission that Zas to bring salvation to all b\ becoming the ultimate and eternal 
sacrifice.     

Jesus¶ mission Zas to become the everlasting sacrifice for us, so He received the 
consequence of our sin and His blood covers us.  As a result, despite the unchanging 
sinful nature of our oZn, Ze are able to enter into the relationship Zith God.  

From the ver\ beginning, God had desired to be in relationship Zith us.  He had tried so 
man\ things so that Ze Zould share life Zith Him.    

Sending Jesus to earth and Jesus sacrificing Himself, Zas God¶s final and ultimate 
attempt to invite us to be in the relationship Zith Him.  

And that¶s Zhat the Last Supper depicts.  The final and ultimate invitation from God.  
And the cost of the invitation Zas Jesus.   

Jesus, the Lord of the Universe, lived among humans, captured, beaten, mocked and 
humiliated.  He Zas nailed and e[perienced the prolonged pain on the cross.  His 
disciples, his close friends, left Him.   He had to leave his mother Mar\ behind.   Not 
onl\ He e[perienced the ph\sical and emotional pain, 
He had also e[perienced total separation from His Father and the Hol\ Spirit. 
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But, it Zas supposed to be us, 
It Zas supposed to be us Zho Zould be deserted b\ God.   
But instead of leaving us, God sent Jesus to us.  
He did not leave us.   We did not have to e[perience the separation from God, and Ze 
are Zith Him, precisel\ because Jesus e[perienced the separation.

That¶s / the gift /of the NeZ Covenant, / salvation for all.
We did not bear an\ cost, did not earn this salvation.  But it Zas freel\ given to us.   

That¶s Zhat Communion reminds us: Taking Communion, Ze remember the cost and 
gift of our salvation.  As our teeth crush the bread, it reminds us that it Zas our sins that 
broke Jesus¶ bod\.   As Ze drink the cup, it reminds us that the blood of Jesus covers 
us and Ze can noZ enter into the relationship freel\.   

When Ze look at the bread, 
Ze remember the cost of m\ salvation, Zh\ Jesus had to die; 

Zhen Ze see the cup, 
Ze are reminded of the gift Ze received, and hoZ He redeemed us.    

Communion points us to Zhat Jesus has done.
It also points us to Zhat Jesus is doing toda\. 

We call Communion The Lord¶s Supper, but people Ze see at the table of the Lord's 
Supper are not reall\ the people Ze usuall\ eat supper Zith, are the\?  
Once a month Ze share Communion Zith the people Zho are not famil\ members and 
people Ze don¶t necessaril\ have that much in common. One thing Ze have in common 
of course is the blood of Christ. As Ze take Communion, Ze remember Jesus is the 
one bringing us to the table toda\. 

Not all of us are friends, not all of us are close, some of us have just met, some of ma\ 
not care for each other that much, but there¶s one thing Ze have in common.  That 
Jesus brings us together. 

One of the things I lament about this pandemic time is that Ze can¶t reall\ celebrate the 
communion in the Za\ Ze used to.  It used to be a tangible reminder for me to see all 
people coming to the table to share Communion.  Just like in an\ church (but I am sure 
KCC is an e[ception), all churches have their oZn troubles and dramas.  Ever\ time I 
see someone I haven¶t received their email, see folks Zho don¶t get along come up to 
take the Communion, I am reminded that Ze ought to love one another despite 
Zhatever the good reason I ma\ have not to.  

And Ze can¶t reall\ do that noZ, Ze are all sitting separate in our oZn home, not 
sharing the same bread, not sharing the cup.  And this sad state of the Communion 



table is also the reminder of our present realit\ - Ze are all disconnected and isolated.  
But it is not in the bread and the Zine that has a magical poZer to unite us, but the 
bread that¶s alread\ broken and the blood alread\ shared that Ze are united.  It is not 
the ph\sical presence that matters, but the Zork of the Hol\ Spirit among us that makes 
Communion as a shared communal e[perience.  What matters is our obedience to 
folloZ the command of Jesus even Zhen it¶s hard to share the bread and the cup Zith 
the brothers and sisters \ou don¶t agree Zith, or Zhen Ze can¶t share the cup and 
bread ph\sicall\. And Ze lament Zhat Ze lost this past \ear of pandemic. 

Communion reminds us about the past and present«.. and future.  

The Last Supper reminds us that there are greater feasts in the future.  The Last 
Supper Zas taken place during the unleavened bread feast (Luke 22:1).   Unleavened 
bread feast is the da\, the harvest has began feast.  One \ear of hard Zork has literall\ 
come to fruition, and people see the \ear of hard labor being golden in the field.    So, 
Zhen the\ begin the harvest, the\ have a feast Zith the ver\ first crop. The first seven 
da\s, the\ don¶t eat the old grain, and just literall\ feast in the neZ grain!  Tastes so 
great. So that¶s a great feast and that¶s Zhen the last supper Zas taking place.

But, this is nothing compared to the feast at the end of the harvest season.   At the end 
of the harvest season, there is a feast of Zeeks.  That one is huge!  The\ reall\ are 
done Zith the Zork, the\ have a \ear-long suppl\ of food ± this is like a pa\da\ times 
24!  You don¶t have to get up tomorroZ morning, \ou have done enough Zork. It¶s an 
eternal aloha Frida\.  

And Ze Zill have the feast of Zeeks in heaven.  When the kingdom comes, Zhen Jesus 
Zill finall\ drink the cup of the vine Zith us as he promised (Luke 22:1), the feast Zill be 
incomparabl\ aZesome.   All of \our hard Zork of tr\ing to reach out to \our friends, 
\our man\ pra\ers for \our famil\, \ou sZalloZing \our ego to forgive our brothers and 
sisters, and \our seemingl\ endless search of God Zill be no more and all Ze Zill have 
is the harvest.   So man\ moments in histor\ that broke God¶s heart, Father sending 
Jesus to the earth, Hol\ Spirit Zorking in so man\ unnoticed miraculous Za\s.   Jesus 
living as a man, enduring the humiliation even though He is God.   Jesus, the Lord of all 
the universe, Zas spitted, laughed at, beaten, broken, and killed.    When Ze are at the 
feast Zith Jesus Zhen His kingdom comes, Ze Zill look back at all of the pain, hard 
Zork, the jo\ and stories, and Zill see the faces at the table.   And Zell, hear our Lord 
sa\, Zell done. 

Communion gives us a hope/there is a greater feast at the end.

And I Zant all of us to be at the table.  Some of \ou are seeking God, but hasn¶t 
accepted Him as \our Lord.  I Zant YOU to be at the table.  And Jesus does too.   He 
gave \ou ever\thing.   NoZ Zhat Zould be \our response?   What Zould be \our 
response proportional to his desperate invitation?  



NoZ, \ou ma\ have questions ± then ask Him.  You ma\ have hesitation, search.   You 
can also come to the table.   With \our questions, frustrations, and hesitation, just bring 
them all to the table and to Him.    

We should not take the meaning of participating in Communion lightl\.  But ma\be, \ou 
are more read\ than \ou think.  You are sitting here in the temple on a fine Sunda\ 
morning of a long Zeekend.  You ma\ have been earnestl\ seeking God, if \ou have 
been seeking Him earnestl\, and still have questions, I don¶t see hoZ that should stop 
\ou.   Jesus invites \ou. NoZ Zhat¶s \our response?  

You don¶t have to have all the ansZers and be full\ convinced about Christianit\ to 
respond to Jesus.  Come as \ou are and bring \our questions to Him.    

And if \ou are an old-timer believer, Zho had responded to Jesus¶ invitation long time 
ago, great.  If it happens that \our spiritual life is not so sZell right noZ, be encouraged! 
  Jesus knoZs.  He left us a ver\ tangible reminder, bread and Zine, and a clear action 
item, take this and remember me.   He knoZs that our feeble mind has its limitation and 
Ze ma\ not be able to understand God full\, our emotion is not reliable compan\ to our 
spiritual Zalk.  We ma\ not ³feel´ the passion, or closeness to God.  But He kneZ, and 
He left us brilliant instructions.    His invitation to come and take Communion demands 
response.  When \our mind confuses \ou, He is simpl\ asking \ou to respond Zith 
participation in Communion.    So, please come to the table.  

If \ou are doing Zell, ma\be Communion challenges us to remember the promise for 
the future.     There Zill be a greater part\ at the end.   
HoZ are Ze preparing ourselves to this part\ Zith Jesus in heaven?   

Brothers and sisters, 
our Lord Jesus commands us 
to break the bread, shared the cup and remember Him, 
so Ze shall do that together as a communit\ toda\. 

Before Ze do that, let¶s take a couple minutes of reflection.  

(Communion Instruction)

(pra\er) 
Let me pra\.  Whether \ou are taking the communion or not, please join us.  

When Communion remind us of the past, 
ma\ our hearts of repentance be genuine.   

When communion remind us about the present realit\, 
ma\ it humble us and challenge us to love and forgive one another.   



And Zhen Communion remind us of the future, 
ma\ jo\ fill our hearts. 
Ma\ the hope of the future inspire us.  

On the night Zhen Jesus Zas betra\ed, He took the bread, broke it and said, this is m\ 
bod\, do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same Za\, after the dinner, He took the cup and said this is m\ blood of the neZ 
covenant.  

M\ brothers and sisters, this is Zhat our Lord Jesus had commanded.  He died on the 
cross, His bod\ Zas broken for us, His blood shed for us.   Toda\ Ze take Communion 
in remembrance of Jesus.  Let us take and eat.  

[END] 


