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³&KDQJH <RXU 5HVXPH´
-RKQ 21:3-17

³I¶P JRLQJ RXW WR ILVK,´ SLPRQ PHWHU WROG WKHP, DQG WKH\ VDLG, ³WH¶OO JR ZLWK \RX.´ SR WKH\ 
ZHQW RXW DQG JRW LQWR WKH ERDW, EXW WKDW QLJKW WKH\ FDXJKW QRWKLQJ.4 EDUO\ LQ WKH PRUQLQJ, JHVXV 
VWRRG RQ WKH VKRUH, EXW WKH GLVFLSOHV GLG QRW UHDOL]H WKDW LW ZDV JHVXV.5 HH FDOOHG RXW WR 
WKHP, ³FULHQGV, KDYHQ¶W \RX DQ\ ILVK?´

³NR,´ WKH\ DQVZHUHG.6 HH VDLG, ³TKURZ \RXU QHW RQ WKH ULJKW VLGH RI WKH ERDW DQG \RX ZLOO ILQG 
VRPH.´ WKHQ WKH\ GLG, WKH\ ZHUH XQDEOH WR KDXO WKH QHW LQ EHFDXVH RI WKH ODUJH QXPEHU RI ILVK.

7 TKHQ WKH GLVFLSOH ZKRP JHVXV ORYHG VDLG WR PHWHU, ³IW LV WKH LRUG!´ AV VRRQ DV SLPRQ 
PHWHU KHDUG KLP VD\, ³IW LV WKH LRUG,´ KH ZUDSSHG KLV RXWHU JDUPHQW DURXQG KLP (IRU KH KDG 
WDNHQ LW RII) DQG MXPSHG LQWR WKH ZDWHU. 8 TKH RWKHU GLVFLSOHV IROORZHG LQ WKH ERDW, WRZLQJ WKH QHW 
IXOO RI ILVK, IRU WKH\ ZHUH QRW IDU IURP VKRUH, DERXW D KXQGUHG \DUGV. 9 WKHQ WKH\ ODQGHG, WKH\ 
VDZ D ILUH RI EXUQLQJ FRDOV WKHUH ZLWK ILVK RQ LW, DQG VRPH EUHDG.

10 JHVXV VDLG WR WKHP, ³BULQJ VRPH RI WKH ILVK \RX KDYH MXVW FDXJKW.´11 SR SLPRQ PHWHU 
FOLPEHG EDFN LQWR WKH ERDW DQG GUDJJHG WKH QHW DVKRUH. IW ZDV IXOO RI ODUJH ILVK, 153, EXW HYHQ 
ZLWK VR PDQ\ WKH QHW ZDV QRW WRUQ. 12 JHVXV VDLG WR WKHP, ³CRPH DQG KDYH EUHDNIDVW.´ NRQH RI 
WKH GLVFLSOHV GDUHG DVN KLP, ³WKR DUH \RX?´ TKH\ NQHZ LW ZDV WKH LRUG. 13 JHVXV FDPH, WRRN WKH 
EUHDG DQG JDYH LW WR WKHP, DQG GLG WKH VDPH ZLWK WKH ILVK. 14 TKLV ZDV QRZ WKH WKLUG WLPH JHVXV 
DSSHDUHG WR KLV GLVFLSOHV DIWHU KH ZDV UDLVHG IURP WKH GHDG.

15 WKHQ WKH\ KDG ILQLVKHG HDWLQJ, JHVXV VDLG WR SLPRQ PHWHU, ³SLPRQ VRQ RI JRKQ, GR \RX 
ORYH PH PRUH WKDQ WKHVH?´ ³YHV, LRUG,´ KH VDLG, ³\RX NQRZ WKDW I ORYH \RX.´

JHVXV VDLG, ³FHHG P\ ODPEV.´16 AJDLQ JHVXV VDLG, ³SLPRQ VRQ RI JRKQ, GR \RX ORYH PH?´ 
HH DQVZHUHG, ³YHV, LRUG, \RX NQRZ WKDW I ORYH \RX.´ JHVXV VDLG, ³TDNH FDUH RI P\ VKHHS.´

17 TKH WKLUG WLPH HH VDLG WR KLP, ³SLPRQ VRQ RI JRKQ, GR \RX ORYH PH?´ PHWHU ZDV KXUW 
EHFDXVH JHVXV DVNHG KLP WKH WKLUG WLPH, ³DR \RX ORYH PH?´ HH VDLG, ³LRUG, YRX NQRZ DOO 
WKLQJV; YRX NQRZ WKDW I ORYH \RX.´



-HVXV KHOSV XV FKDQJH RXU UHVXPH ZLWK«

,. *HQHURXV HQFRXUDJHPHQW LQ WKH IDFH RI RXU FKDOOHQJHV.                        
³HH FDOOHG RXW WR WKHP, ³FULHQGV, KDYHQ¶W \RX DQ\ ILVK?´ ³NR,´ WKH\ DQVZHUHG.6 HH 
VDLG, ³TKURZ \RXU QHW RQ WKH ULJKW VLGH RI WKH ERDW DQG \RX ZLOO ILQG VRPH.´ WKHQ 
WKH\ GLG, WKH\ ZHUH XQDEOH WR KDXO WKH QHW LQ EHFDXVH RI WKH ODUJH QXPEHU RI ILVK.´ 
JRKQ 21:5-6

¾ HoZ has JesXs giYen \oX generoXs encoXragement recentl\?

,,. *HQHURXV FDUH LQ RXU WLPH RI QHHG.  
³ JHVXV VDLG WR WKHP, ³CRPH DQG KDYH EUHDNIDVW.´ NRQH RI WKH GLVFLSOHV GDUHG DVN 
KLP, ³WKR DUH \RX?´ TKH\ NQHZ LW ZDV WKH LRUG. 13 JHVXV FDPH, WRRN WKH EUHDG DQG 
JDYH LW WR WKHP, DQG GLG WKH VDPH ZLWK WKH ILVK.´ JRKQ 21:12-13

¾ What care haYe \oX receiYed recentl\ that lifted \oXr spirit? 

,,,.  *HQHURXV NLQGQHVV DQG WUXWK LQ WKH IDFH RI RXU IDLOXUHV.                
³WKHQ WKH\ KDG ILQLVKHG HDWLQJ, JHVXV VDLG WR SLPRQ PHWHU, ³SLPRQ VRQ RI JRKQ, GR 
\RX ORYH PH PRUH WKDQ WKHVH?´ ³YHV, LRUG,´ KH VDLG, ³\RX NQRZ WKDW I ORYH \RX.´ 
JRKQ 21:15

¾ What failXre has JesXs been Zanting to help \oX face and be forgiYen for?

,9. *HQHURXV FRQILGHQFH LQ RXU YDOXH LQ WKH IDFH RI RXU RZQ XQFHUWDLQW\.                             
³JHVXV VDLG, ³FHHG P\ ODPEV.´16 AJDLQ JHVXV VDLG, ³SLPRQ VRQ RI JRKQ, GR \RX ORYH 
PH?´ HH DQVZHUHG, ³YHV, LRUG, \RX NQRZ WKDW I ORYH \RX.´ JHVXV VDLG, ³TDNH FDUH 
RI P\ VKHHS.´ 17 TKH WKLUG WLPH HH VDLG WR KLP, ³SLPRQ VRQ RI JRKQ, GR \RX ORYH 
PH?´ PHWHU ZDV KXUW EHFDXVH JHVXV DVNHG KLP WKH WKLUG WLPH, ³DR \RX ORYH 
PH?´ HH VDLG, ³LRUG, YRX NQRZ DOO WKLQJV; YRX NQRZ WKDW I ORYH \RX.´ JRKQ 21:16-
17

¾ What if \oXr main pXrpose aboYe all else Zas to loYe and encoXrage eYer\ 
person in \oXr life? HoZ ZoXld \oX be different? 


