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Morning Message
Proverbs ϭͲϯ

A Message on Wisdom

PURYHUEV 1-3 NIV
PXUSRVH DQG TKHPH

1 The SUoYeUbV of Solomon Von of DaYid, king of IVUael:

2 foU gaining ZiVdom and inVWUXcWion;
    foU XndeUVWanding ZoUdV of inVighW;
3 foU UeceiYing inVWUXcWion in SUXdenW behaYioU,
    doing ZhaW iV UighW and jXVW and faiU;
4 foU giYing SUXdence Wo WhoVe Zho aUe VimSle,[a]

    knoZledge and diVcUeWion Wo Whe \oXng²
5 leW Whe ZiVe liVWen and add Wo WheiU leaUning,
    and leW Whe diVceUning geW gXidance²
6 foU XndeUVWanding SUoYeUbV and SaUableV,
    Whe Va\ingV and UiddleV of Whe ZiVe.[b]

7 The feaU of Whe LORD iV Whe beginning of knoZledge,
    bXW foolV[c] deVSiVe ZiVdom and inVWUXcWion.

PURORJXH: E[KRUWDWLRQV WR EPEUDFH WLVGRP

WDUQLQJ AJDLQVW WKH IQYLWDWLRQ RI SLQIXO MHQ
8 LiVWen, m\ Von, Wo \oXU faWheU¶V inVWUXcWion
    and do noW foUVake \oXU moWheU¶V Weaching.
9 The\ aUe a gaUland Wo gUace \oXU head
    and a chain Wo adoUn \oXU neck.
10 M\ Von, if VinfXl men enWice \oX,
    do noW giYe in Wo Whem.
11 If Whe\ Va\, ³Come along ZiWh XV;
    leW¶V lie in ZaiW foU innocenW blood,
    leW¶V ambXVh Vome haUmleVV VoXl;
12 leW¶V VZalloZ Whem aliYe, like Whe gUaYe,
    and Zhole, like WhoVe Zho go doZn Wo Whe SiW;
13 Ze Zill geW all VoUWV of YalXable WhingV
    and fill oXU hoXVeV ZiWh SlXndeU;
14 caVW loWV ZiWh XV;
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    Ze Zill all VhaUe Whe looW´²
15 m\ Von, do noW go along ZiWh Whem,
    do noW VeW fooW on WheiU SaWhV;
16 foU WheiU feeW UXVh inWo eYil,
    Whe\ aUe VZifW Wo Vhed blood.
17 HoZ XVeleVV Wo VSUead a neW
    ZheUe eYeU\ biUd can Vee iW!
18 TheVe men lie in ZaiW foU WheiU oZn blood;
    Whe\ ambXVh onl\ WhemVelYeV!
19 SXch aUe Whe SaWhV of all Zho go afWeU ill-goWWen gain;
    iW WakeV aZa\ Whe life of WhoVe Zho geW iW.

WLVGRP¶V RHEXNH
20 OXW in Whe oSen ZiVdom callV aloXd,
    Vhe UaiVeV heU Yoice in Whe SXblic VTXaUe;
21 on WoS of Whe Zall[d] Vhe cUieV oXW,
    aW Whe ciW\ gaWe Vhe makeV heU VSeech:
22 ³HoZ long Zill \oX Zho aUe VimSle loYe \oXU VimSle Za\V?
    HoZ long Zill mockeUV delighW in mockeU\
    and foolV haWe knoZledge?
23 ReSenW aW m\ UebXke!
    Then I Zill SoXU oXW m\ WhoXghWV Wo \oX,
    I Zill make knoZn Wo \oX m\ WeachingV.
24 BXW Vince \oX UefXVe Wo liVWen Zhen I call
    and no one Sa\V aWWenWion Zhen I VWUeWch oXW m\ hand,
25 Vince \oX diVUegaUd all m\ adYice
    and do noW acceSW m\ UebXke,
26 I in WXUn Zill laXgh Zhen diVaVWeU VWUikeV \oX;
    I Zill mock Zhen calamiW\ oYeUWakeV \oX²
27 Zhen calamiW\ oYeUWakeV \oX like a VWoUm,
    Zhen diVaVWeU VZeeSV oYeU \oX like a ZhiUlZind,
    Zhen diVWUeVV and WUoXble oYeUZhelm \oX.
28 ³Then Whe\ Zill call Wo me bXW I Zill noW anVZeU;
    Whe\ Zill look foU me bXW Zill noW find me,
29 Vince Whe\ haWed knoZledge
    and did noW chooVe Wo feaU Whe LORD.
30 Since Whe\ ZoXld noW acceSW m\ adYice
    and VSXUned m\ UebXke,
31 Whe\ Zill eaW Whe fUXiW of WheiU Za\V
    and be filled ZiWh Whe fUXiW of WheiU VchemeV.
32 FoU Whe Za\ZaUdneVV of Whe VimSle Zill kill Whem,
    and Whe comSlacenc\ of foolV Zill deVWUo\ Whem;
33 bXW ZhoeYeU liVWenV Wo me Zill liYe in VafeW\
    and be aW eaVe, ZiWhoXW feaU of haUm.´

MRUDO BHQHILWV RI WLVGRP
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2 M\ Von, if \oX acceSW m\ ZoUdV
    and VWoUe XS m\ commandV ZiWhin \oX,
2 WXUning \oXU eaU Wo ZiVdom
    and aSSl\ing \oXU heaUW Wo XndeUVWanding²
3 indeed, if \oX call oXW foU inVighW
    and cU\ aloXd foU XndeUVWanding,
4 and if \oX look foU iW aV foU VilYeU
    and VeaUch foU iW aV foU hidden WUeaVXUe,
5 When \oX Zill XndeUVWand Whe feaU of Whe LORD
    and find Whe knoZledge of God.
6 FoU Whe LORD giYeV ZiVdom;
    fUom hiV moXWh come knoZledge and XndeUVWanding.
7 He holdV VXcceVV in VWoUe foU Whe XSUighW,
    he iV a Vhield Wo WhoVe ZhoVe Zalk iV blameleVV,
8 foU he gXaUdV Whe coXUVe of Whe jXVW
    and SUoWecWV Whe Za\ of hiV faiWhfXl oneV.
9 Then \oX Zill XndeUVWand ZhaW iV UighW and jXVW
    and faiU²eYeU\ good SaWh.
10 FoU ZiVdom Zill enWeU \oXU heaUW,
    and knoZledge Zill be SleaVanW Wo \oXU VoXl.
11 DiVcUeWion Zill SUoWecW \oX,
    and XndeUVWanding Zill gXaUd \oX.
12 WiVdom Zill VaYe \oX fUom Whe Za\V of Zicked men,
    fUom men ZhoVe ZoUdV aUe SeUYeUVe,
13 Zho haYe lefW Whe VWUaighW SaWhV
    Wo Zalk in daUk Za\V,
14 Zho delighW in doing ZUong
    and Uejoice in Whe SeUYeUVeneVV of eYil,
15 ZhoVe SaWhV aUe cUooked
    and Zho aUe deYioXV in WheiU Za\V.
16 WiVdom Zill VaYe \oX alVo fUom Whe adXlWeUoXV Zoman,
    fUom Whe Za\ZaUd Zoman ZiWh heU VedXcWiYe ZoUdV,
17 Zho haV lefW Whe SaUWneU of heU \oXWh
    and ignoUed Whe coYenanW Vhe made befoUe God.[e]

18 SXUel\ heU hoXVe leadV doZn Wo deaWh
    and heU SaWhV Wo Whe VSiUiWV of Whe dead.
19 None Zho go Wo heU UeWXUn
    oU aWWain Whe SaWhV of life.
20 ThXV \oX Zill Zalk in Whe Za\V of Whe good
    and keeS Wo Whe SaWhV of Whe UighWeoXV.
21 FoU Whe XSUighW Zill liYe in Whe land,
    and Whe blameleVV Zill Uemain in iW;
22 bXW Whe Zicked Zill be cXW off fUom Whe land,
    and Whe XnfaiWhfXl Zill be WoUn fUom iW.
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WLVGRP BHVWRZV WHOO-BHLQJ

3 M\ Von, do noW foUgeW m\ Weaching,
    bXW keeS m\ commandV in \oXU heaUW,
2 foU Whe\ Zill SUolong \oXU life man\ \eaUV
    and bUing \oX Seace and SUoVSeUiW\.
3 LeW loYe and faiWhfXlneVV neYeU leaYe \oX;
    bind Whem aUoXnd \oXU neck,
    ZUiWe Whem on Whe WableW of \oXU heaUW.
4 Then \oX Zill Zin faYoU and a good name
    in Whe VighW of God and man.
5 TUXVW in Whe LORD ZiWh all \oXU heaUW
    and lean noW on \oXU oZn XndeUVWanding;
6 in all \oXU Za\V VXbmiW Wo him,
    and he Zill make \oXU SaWhV VWUaighW.[f]

7 Do noW be ZiVe in \oXU oZn e\eV;
    feaU Whe LORD and VhXn eYil.
8 ThiV Zill bUing healWh Wo \oXU bod\
    and noXUiVhmenW Wo \oXU boneV.
9 HonoU Whe LORD ZiWh \oXU ZealWh,
    ZiWh Whe fiUVWfUXiWV of all \oXU cUoSV;
10 When \oXU baUnV Zill be filled Wo oYeUfloZing,
    and \oXU YaWV Zill bUim oYeU ZiWh neZ Zine.
11 M\ Von, do noW deVSiVe Whe LORD¶V diVciSline,
    and do noW UeVenW hiV UebXke,
12 becaXVe Whe LORD diVciSlineV WhoVe he loYeV,
    aV a faWheU Whe Von he delighWV in.[g]

13 BleVVed aUe WhoVe Zho find ZiVdom,
    WhoVe Zho gain XndeUVWanding,
14 foU Vhe iV moUe SUofiWable Whan VilYeU
    and \ieldV beWWeU UeWXUnV Whan gold.
15 She iV moUe SUecioXV Whan UXbieV;
    noWhing \oX deViUe can comSaUe ZiWh heU.
16 Long life iV in heU UighW hand;
    in heU lefW hand aUe UicheV and honoU.
17 HeU Za\V aUe SleaVanW Za\V,
    and all heU SaWhV aUe Seace.
18 She iV a WUee of life Wo WhoVe Zho Wake hold of heU;
    WhoVe Zho hold heU faVW Zill be bleVVed.
19 B\ ZiVdom Whe LORD laid Whe eaUWh¶V foXndaWionV,
    b\ XndeUVWanding he VeW Whe heaYenV in Slace;
20 b\ hiV knoZledge Whe ZaWeU\ deSWhV ZeUe diYided,
    and Whe cloXdV leW dUoS Whe deZ.
21 M\ Von, do noW leW ZiVdom and XndeUVWanding oXW of \oXU VighW,
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    SUeVeUYe VoXnd jXdgmenW and diVcUeWion;
22 Whe\ Zill be life foU \oX,
    an oUnamenW Wo gUace \oXU neck.
23 Then \oX Zill go on \oXU Za\ in VafeW\,
    and \oXU fooW Zill noW VWXmble.
24 When \oX lie doZn, \oX Zill noW be afUaid;
    Zhen \oX lie doZn, \oXU VleeS Zill be VZeeW.
25 HaYe no feaU of VXdden diVaVWeU
    oU of Whe UXin WhaW oYeUWakeV Whe Zicked,
26 foU Whe LORD Zill be aW \oXU Vide
    and Zill keeS \oXU fooW fUom being VnaUed.
27 Do noW ZiWhhold good fUom WhoVe Wo Zhom iW iV dXe,
    Zhen iW iV in \oXU SoZeU Wo acW.
28 Do noW Va\ Wo \oXU neighboU,
    ³Come back WomoUUoZ and I¶ll giYe iW Wo \oX´²
    Zhen \oX alUead\ haYe iW ZiWh \oX.
29 Do noW SloW haUm againVW \oXU neighboU,
    Zho liYeV WUXVWfXll\ neaU \oX.
30 Do noW accXVe an\one foU no UeaVon²
    Zhen Whe\ haYe done \oX no haUm.
31 Do noW enY\ Whe YiolenW
    oU chooVe an\ of WheiU Za\V.
32 FoU Whe LORD deWeVWV Whe SeUYeUVe
    bXW WakeV Whe XSUighW inWo hiV confidence.
33 The LORD¶V cXUVe iV on Whe hoXVe of Whe Zicked,
    bXW he bleVVeV Whe home of Whe UighWeoXV.
34 He mockV SUoXd mockeUV
    bXW VhoZV faYoU Wo Whe hXmble and oSSUeVVed.
35 The ZiVe inheUiW honoU,
    bXW foolV geW onl\ Vhame.

DAVID GU=IK¶S COMMENTARY
PROVERBS 1
A. WiVdom¶V beginning.
1. (1) The SUoYeUbV of Solomon.
The SUoYeUbV of Solomon Whe Von of DaYid, king of IVUael:
a. The SUoYeUbV of Solomon: The Book of PUoYeUbV iV a collecWion of SUacWical life
ZiVdom giYen moVWl\ in VhoUW, memoUable VWaWemenWV. ThoXgh SaUW of a laUgeU bod\ of
ZiVdom liWeUaWXUe WhaW inclXdeV Job, PValmV, EccleViaVWeV, and Whe Song of Solomon, Whe
Book of PUoYeUbV iV XniTXe.
i. IW iV XniTXe in iWV VWUXcWXUe, being moVWl\ a collecWion of indiYidXal VWaWemenWV ZiWhoXW
mXch conWe[W oU oUgani]aWion b\ WoSic.
ii. IW iV XniTXe in iWV Wheolog\, being conceUned ZiWh SUacWical life ZiVdom moUe Whan
ideaV aboXW God and HiV ZoUk of ValYaWion.
iii. PUoYeUbV iV alVo XniTXe in iWV connecWion ZiWh Whe VecXlaU liWeUaWXUe of iWV Wime.



NeighboUing kingdomV had WheiU oZn collecWionV of ZiVdom liWeUaWXUe, and in Vome
SlaceV, WheUe aUe VignificanW VimilaUiWieV Wo WheVe ZUiWingV.
iY. AV RoVV noWeV, ³The genUe of ZiVdom liWeUaWXUe ZaV common in Whe ancienW ZoUld,
and a coSioXV amoXnW of maWeUial comeV fUom ancienW Eg\SW.´ Some of WheVe ZoUkV aUe
WiWled:
Eg\SWian:
ā InVWUXcWion of PWah-hoWeS.
ā Teaching of AmenemoSe.
ā InVWUXcWion of Ani.
Bab\lonian:
ā InVWUXcWion of ShXUXSSak.
ā CoXnVelV of WiVdom.
ā WoUdV of AhiTaU.
Y. TheUe aUe VeYeUal VecWionV of PUoYeUbV (PUoYeUbV 22:17-23:14 iV an e[amSle) WhaW
Veem Wo be boUUoZed fUom The Teaching of AmenemoSe, an ancienW Eg\SWian ZUiWing.
TheUe iV debaWe aV Wo Zho boUUoZed Zhom, bXW moVW VcholaUV belieYe AmenemoSe iV
eaUlieU.
Yi. ³If PUoYeUbV iV Whe boUUoZeU heUe, Whe boUUoZing iV noW VlaYiVh bXW fUee and cUeaWiYe.
Eg\SWian jeZelV, aV aW Whe E[odXV, haYe been Ue-VeW Wo WheiU adYanWage b\ IVUaeliWe
ZoUkmen and SXW Wo fineU XVe.´ (KidneU)
b. The SUoYeUbV: PUoYeUbV Weach ZiVdom WhUoXgh VhoUW SoinWV and SUinciSleV bXW
VhoXld noW be UegaUded aV ³laZV´ oU eYen XniYeUVal SUomiVeV.

i. ³PUoYeUbV aUe ZondeUfXll\ VXcceVVfXl aW being ZhaW Whe\ aUe: SUoYeUbV. The\ aUe noW
failed SUoShecieV oU V\VWemaWic WheologieV. PUoYeUbV b\ deVign la\V oXW SoinWed
obVeUYaWionV, meanW Wo be memoUi]ed and SondeUed, noW alZa\V inWended Wo be aSSlied
µacUoVV Whe boaUd¶ Wo eYeU\ ViWXaWion ZiWhoXW TXalificaWion.´ (PhilliSV)
ii. ³NaWXUall\ [SUoYeUbV] geneUali]e, aV a SUoYeUb mXVW, and ma\ WheUefoUe be chaUged
ZiWh making life Woo Wid\ Wo be WUXe. BXW nobod\ objecWV Wo WhiV in VecXlaU Va\ingV, foU
Whe YeU\ foUm demandV a VZeeSing VWaWemenW and lookV foU a heaUeU ZiWh hiV ZiWV aboXW
him. We need no Welling WhaW a ma[im like µMan\ handV make lighW ZoUk¶ iV noW Whe laVW
ZoUd on Whe VXbjecW, Vince µToo man\ cookV VSoil Whe bUoWh.¶´ (KidneU)
iii. ³PUoYeUbV iWVelf makeV WhiV cleaU. A SUoYeUb iV noW a magical foUmXla, bUinging
ZiVdom and bleVVing b\ incanWaWion: µLike a lame man¶V legV, Zhich hang XVeleVV, iV a
SUoYeUb in Whe moXWh of foolV¶ (PUoY. 26:7).´ (PhilliSV)
iY. PUoYeUbV UaUel\ TXoWeV oWheU SaUWV of Whe HebUeZ ScUiSWXUeV, VXch aV Whe WoUah oU
laZ. ³An analog\ Wo WhiV iV AmeUican folk ZiVdom Zhich, alWhoXgh ofWen dominaWed b\
ChUiVWian moUaliW\ and SUeVXSSoViWionV, conWainV feZ allXVionV Wo Whe Bible oU ChUiVWian
Wheolog\.´ (GaUUeWW)
c. The SUoYeUbV of Solomon: Solomon ZaV Whe king of IVUael famoXV foU hiV ZiVdom.
In 1 KingV 3:3-13 Solomon aVked God foU ZiVdom Wo lead God¶V SeoSle and God
anVZeUed WhaW SUa\eU. 1 KingV When SUeVenWV a UemaUkable demonVWUaWion of Solomon¶V
ZiVdom, Veen in hiV UeVSonVe Wo Whe SUoblem of Whe WZo Zomen and Whe deceaVed Von
(1 KingV 3:16-28).
i. TheUe iV alVo WhiV deVcUiSWion of Solomon¶V ZiVdom: He VSoke WhUee WhoXVand
SUoYeUbV, and hiV VongV ZeUe one WhoXVand and fiYe. AlVo he VSoke of WUeeV, fUom Whe
cedaU WUee of Lebanon eYen Wo Whe h\VVoS WhaW VSUingV oXW of Whe Zall; he VSoke alVo of
animalV, of biUdV, of cUeeSing WhingV, and of fiVh. And men of all naWionV, fUom all Whe



kingV of Whe eaUWh Zho had heaUd of hiV ZiVdom, came Wo heaU Whe ZiVdom of
Solomon. (1 KingV 4:32-34)
ii. The oSening, Whe SUoYeUbV of Solomon VhoXld noW be Waken Wo mean WhaW Solomon
ZaV Whe aXWhoU of all WheVe SUoYeUbV. TheUe aUe a feZ oWheU aXWhoUV VSecificall\
menWioned. YeW, iW ma\ Zell be WhaW Solomon collecWed all WheVe oWheU SUoYeUbV and VeW
Whem in hiV book. WheWheU Solomon ZaV Whe collecWoU oU Vome Xnnamed laWeU SeUVon,
Ze can¶W knoZ foU ceUWain.
iii. ³The book WellV XV WhaW iW iV Whe ZoUk of VeYeUal aXWhoUV. ThUee of WheVe aUe named
(Solomon, AgXU and LemXel), oWheUV aUe menWioned collecWiYel\ aV µWiVe Men¶, and aW
leaVW one VecWion of Whe book (Whe laVW) iV anon\moXV.´ (KidneU)
iY. YeW, Whe SUominence of Solomon in WheVe ZondeUfXl VWaWemenWV of ZiVdom giYeV Whe
UeadeU SaXVe. We knoZ WhaW WhiV UemaUkabl\ ZiVe man did noW finiVh hiV life in ZiVdom.
2. (2-6) The SXUSoVe of Whe Book of PUoYeUbV.
To knoZ ZiVdom and inVWUXcWion,
To SeUceiYe Whe ZoUdV of XndeUVWanding,

To UeceiYe Whe inVWUXcWion of ZiVdom,
JXVWice, jXdgmenW, and eTXiW\;
To giYe SUXdence Wo Whe VimSle,
To Whe \oXng man knoZledge and diVcUeWion²
A ZiVe man Zill heaU and incUeaVe leaUning,
And a man of XndeUVWanding Zill aWWain ZiVe coXnVel,
To XndeUVWand a SUoYeUb and an enigma,
The ZoUdV of Whe ZiVe and WheiU UiddleV.
a. To knoZ ZiVdom and inVWUXcWion: In Whe oSening of hiV collecWion of SUoYeUbV,
Solomon e[Slained Whe SXUSoVe of WheVe Va\ingV of ZiVdom. The\ aUe inWended Wo giYe
Whe aWWenWiYe UeadeU ZiVdom, inVWUXcWion, SeUceSWion, and XndeUVWanding.
i. To knoZ ZiVdom: ³We¶Ue liYing in Whe µinfoUmaWion age,¶ bXW Ze ceUWainl\ aUen¶W liYing
in Whe µage of ZiVdom.¶ Man\ SeoSle Zho aUe Zi]aUdV ZiWh WheiU comSXWeUV Veem Wo be
amaWeXUV Zhen iW comeV Wo making a VXcceVV oXW of WheiU liYeV.´ (WieUVbe)
b. To SeUceiYe Whe ZoUdV of XndeUVWanding: The UefeUence Wo VighW (aV alVo
in PUoYeUbV 3:21) imSlieV WhaW WheVe ZoUdV of ZiVdom coXld be Uead and ZeUe in facW
Uead.
i. ³In SXmeU and in ancienW Eg\SW, Vchoolbo\V ZUoWe doZn Whe inVWUXcWion liWeUaWXUe, and
in ancienW IVUael moVW childUen ZeUe liWeUaWe (DeXW. 6:9; 11:20; JXdg. 8:14). WiWh Whe
inYenWion of Whe alShabeW in Whe fiUVW half of Whe Vecond millenniXm, an\ SeUVon of
aYeUage inWelligence coXld leaUn Wo Uead and SUobabl\ Wo ZUiWe ZiWhin a feZ ZeekV. The
eaUlieVW e[WanW We[W in HebUeZ (ca. 900 b.c.) iV a child¶V We[W UecoXnWing Whe agUicXlWXUal
calendaU. A. MillaUd Va\V WhaW ancienW HebUeZ ZUiWWen docXmenWV demonVWUaWe WhaW
UeadeUV and ZUiWeUV ZeUe noW UaUe and WhaW feZ IVUaeliWeV ZoXld haYe been XnaZaUe of
ZUiWing.´ (WalWke)
c. To knoZ ZiVdom: IW iV helSfXl Wo UemembeU Whe diffeUence
beWZeen ZiVdom and knoZledge. One ma\ haYe knoZledge ZiWhoXW ZiVdom.
KnoZledge iV Whe collecWion of facWV; ZiVdom iV Whe UighW XVe of ZhaW Ze knoZ foU dail\
liYing. KnoZledge can Well one hoZ financial V\VWemV ZoUk; ZiVdom manageV a bXdgeW
SUoSeUl\.
i. ³IW iV SUobabl\ a Vafe beW Wo Va\ WhaW moVW SeoSle Woda\ aUe noW mXch inWeUeVWed in
ZiVdom. The\ aUe inWeUeVWed in making mone\ and in haYing a good Wime. Some aUe



inWeUeVWed in knoZing VomeWhing, in geWWing an edXcaWion. AlmoVW eYeU\one ZanWV Wo be
Zell liked. BXW ZiVdom? The SXUVXiW of ZiVdom iV noW a SoSXlaU ideal.´ (Boice on PValm
111)
d. To UeceiYe Whe inVWUXcWion of ZiVdom: PUoYeUbV iV VomeWhing of a Vchool of
ZiVdom. We come Wo iW ZiWh oSen heaUWV and mindV, UeceiYing iWV Weaching. If Ze do, iW
Zill VhoZ aV jXVWice, jXdgmenW, and eTXiW\ floZ fUom oXU liYeV.
i. ³And heUein, aV one Zell obVeUYeWh, Whe SooUeVW idioW being a VoXnd ChUiVWian, goeWh
be\ond Whe SUofoXndeVW cleUkV WhaW aUe noW VancWified, WhaW he haWh hiV oZn heaUW
inVWead of a commenWaU\ Wo helS him Wo XndeUVWand eYen Whe moVW needfXl SoinWV of Whe
ScUiSWXUe.´ (TUaSS)

e. To giYe SUXdence Wo Whe VimSle: The VimSle one iV XnedXcaWed and needV
inVWUXcWion. The ZiVdom of WhiV book Zill make Whe \oXng, ine[SeUienced one knoZ
ZhaW Wo do and hoZ Wo do iW in life. IW Zill giYe Whe \oXng man knoZledge and
diVcUeWion.
i. One chaUacWeUiVWic of Whe VimSle man iV WhaW he iV gXllible. The VimSle belieYeV eYeU\
ZoUd, bXW Whe SUXdenW conVideUV Zell hiV VWeSV. (PUoYeUbV 14:15)
ii. SimSle: ³The ZoUd indicaWeV Whe SeUVon ZhoVe mind iV dangeUoXVl\ oSen. He iV
gXllible, he iV nawYe. He ma\ haYe oSinionV, bXW he lackV deeSl\ WhoXghW-WhUoXgh and
field-WeVWed conYicWionV.´ (PhilliSV)
iii. ³The Von and Whe gXllible (PUoYeUbV 1:4-5) VWand on Whe WhUeVhold of fXll adXlWhood.
The Wime iV aW hand Zhen Whe Von and Whe gXllible (PUoYeUbV 1:4-5) mXVW make a
deciViYe VWand foU Whe godl\ SaUenWV¶ and VageV¶ ZoUld-and-life YieZV and YalXeV. TZo
conflicWing ZoUldYieZV make WheiU aSSeal, µof WiVdom/Foll\, Good/PVeXdo-Good,
Life/DeaWh,¶ and one mXVW chooVe beWZeen Whem, foU WheUe iV no WhiUd Za\.´ (WalWke)
f. A ZiVe man Zill heaU and incUeaVe leaUning: The Book of PUoYeUbV iV noW onl\ foU
Whe VimSle and ine[SeUienced. EYen a ZiVe man Zill find mXch Wo helS and gXide him, if
he Zill onl\ heaU. EYen a man of XndeUVWanding can aWWain ZiVe coXnVel fUom
PUoYeUbV.
i. ³PUoYeUbV iV noW VimSl\ foU Whe naiYe and Whe gXllible; eYeU\one can gUoZ b\ iWV
WeachingV. DiVceUning SeoSle can obWain gXidance fUom WhiV book Vo WhaW Whe\ mighW
conWinXe in Whe UighW Za\.´ (RoVV)
g. To XndeUVWand a SUoYeUb and an enigma: The ZiVdom of Whe Book of PUoYeUbV can
alVo helS XV Wo VolYe difficXlW SUoblemV and Vome of Whe UiddleV of life.
3. (7) The foXndaWion of all ZiVdom.
The feaU of Whe LoUd iV Whe beginning of knoZledge,
BXW foolV deVSiVe ZiVdom and inVWUXcWion.
a. The feaU of Whe LoUd iV Whe beginning of knoZledge: The Book of PUoYeUbV focXVeV
on SUacWical life ZiVdom moUe Whan Wheological ideaV. YeW iW iV foXnded on a YiWal
Wheological SUinciSle ± WhaW WUXe knoZledge and ZiVdom floZ fUom Whe feaU of
Whe LoUd.
i. ThiV feaU of Whe LoUd iV noW a coZeUing, begging feaU. IW iV Whe SUoSeU UeYeUence WhaW
Whe cUeaWXUe oZeV Wo Whe CUeaWoU and WhaW Whe Uedeemed oZeV Wo Whe RedeemeU. IW iV
Whe SUoSeU UeVSecW and honoUing of God. SeYeUal ZUiWeUV giYe WheiU definiWion of Whe feaU
of Whe LoUd:
ā ³BXW ZhaW iV Whe feaU of Whe LoUd? IW iV WhaW affecWionaWe UeYeUence b\ Zhich Whe child
of God bendV himVelf hXmbl\ and caUefXll\ Wo hiV FaWheU¶V laZ.´ (BUidgeV)
ā ³A ZoUVhiSSing VXbmiVVion Wo Whe God of Whe coYenanW.´ (KidneU)



ā ³µThe feaU of Whe LoUd¶ XlWimaWel\ e[SUeVVeV UeYeUenWial VXbmiVVion Wo Whe LoUd¶V Zill
and WhXV chaUacWeUi]eV a WUXe ZoUVhiSeU.´ (RoVV)
ā ³The feaU of Whe LoUd VignifieV WhaW UeligioXV UeYeUence Zhich eYeU\ inWelligenW being
oZeV Wo hiV CUeaWoU.´ (ClaUke)

ii. God VhoXld be UegaUded ZiWh UeVSecW, UeYeUence, and aZe. ThiV SUoSeU aWWiWXde of Whe
cUeaWXUe WoZaUd Whe CUeaWoU iV Whe beginning of knoZledge and ZiVdom. WiVdom
cannoW adYance fXUWheU XnWil WhiV VWaUWing SoinW iV eVWabliVhed.
iii. If WUXe ZiVdom can be VimSl\ gained b\ hXman effoUW, eneUg\, and ingenXiW\ (like Whe
UaUe and SUecioXV meWalV of Whe eaUWh), When Whe feaU of Whe LoUd iV noW eVVenWial Wo
obWaining ZiVdom. BXW if iW comeV fUom God¶V UeYelaWion, When UighW UelaWionVhiS ZiWh
Him iV Whe ke\ Wo ZiVdom.
iY. ³WhaW Whe alShabeW iV Wo Ueading, noWeV Wo Ueading mXVic, and nXmeUalV Wo
maWhemaWicV, Whe feaU of Whe LoUd iV Wo aWWaining Whe UeYealed knoZledge of WhiV book.´
(WalWke)
b. The beginning of knoZledge: Solomon SUobabl\ meanW knoZledge heUe moVWl\ in
Whe VenVe of ZiVdom. The idea WhaW Whe feaU of Whe LoUd iV Whe beginning of ZiVdom iV
alVo foXnd aW Job 28:28, PValm 111:10, PUoYeUbV 9:10, and EccleViaVWeV 12:13.
i. Beginning haV Whe VenVe of ³Whe fiUVW and conWUolling SUinciSle, UaWheU Whan a VWage
Zhich one leaYeV behind; cf. Eccl. 12:13.´ (KidneU)
ii. ³The fXndamenWal facW, When, iV WhaW in all knoZledge, all XndeUVWanding of life, all
inWeUSUeWaWion WheUeof, Whe feaU of JehoYah iV Whe SUinciSal Whing, Whe chief SaUW, Whe
cenWUal lighW, aSaUW fUom Zhich Whe mind of man gUoSeV in daUkneVV, and miVVeV Whe
Za\.´ (MoUgan)
iii. ³The fall of man ZaV a chooVing of ZhaW bid faiU µWo make one ZiVe¶ (Gen. 3:6) bXW
floXWed Whe fiUVW SUinciSle of ZiVdom, Whe feaU of Whe LoUd.´ (KidneU)
B. InVWUXcWion Wo a Von.
1. (8-9) ASSeal Wo heaU and UeceiYe Whe ZiVdom of SaUenWV.
M\ Von, heaU Whe inVWUXcWion of \oXU faWheU,
And do noW foUVake Whe laZ of \oXU moWheU;
FoU Whe\ Zill be a gUacefXl oUnamenW on \oXU head,
And chainV aboXW \oXU neck.
a. M\ Von, heaU Whe inVWUXcWion of \oXU faWheU: ThiV iV a ZaUm and aSSUoSUiaWe Vcene.
A faWheU VSeakV Wo hiV Von, encoXUaging him Wo UeceiYe Whe ZiVdom of hiV SaUenWV. IW iV
ofWen Whe naWXUe of Whe \oXng Wo be VloZ Wo UeceiYe Whe ZiVdom of WheiU oldeU
geneUaWion.
i. The menWion of a Von UemindV XV of anoWheU WUaged\ oU iUon\ UegaUding Whe life of
Solomon. The man Zho had 700 ZiYeV and 300 concXbineV lefW UecoUd of onl\ one Von,
Rehoboam ± and he ZaV a fool.
ii. BecaXVe boWh Whe faWheU and Whe moWheU aUe menWioned, Ze knoZ WhaW Weaching Whe
childUen ZiVdom iV Whe UeVSonVibiliW\ of boWh SaUenWV.
iii. The menWion of inVWUXcWion VhoZV WhaW Solomon XndeUVWood WhaW childUen aUe noW Wo
be WaXghW onl\, oU eYen SUimaUil\, WhUoXgh bodil\ SXniVhmenW (VXch aV a VSanking).
ChildUen aUe UegaUded aV caSable of WhoXghW, leaUning, and obedience be\ond blind
VXbmiVVion.

b. The\ Zill be a gUacefXl oUnamenW on \oXU head: The idea iV WhaW
Whe inVWUXcWion and laZ giYen fUom SaUenW Wo child Zill adoUn Whe life of WheiU childUen, if



Whe\ Zill onl\ UeceiYe iW. Like a cUoZn on \oXU head oU chainV aboXW Whe neck, VXch
ZiVdom Zill be a UeZaUd Wo a \oXngeU geneUaWion.
2. (10-14) The enWicemenW of VinneUV.
M\ Von, if VinneUV enWice \oX,
Do noW conVenW.
If Whe\ Va\, ³Come ZiWh XV,
LeW XV lie in ZaiW Wo Vhed blood;
LeW XV lXUk VecUeWl\ foU Whe innocenW ZiWhoXW caXVe;
LeW XV VZalloZ Whem aliYe like Sheol,
And Zhole, like WhoVe Zho go doZn Wo Whe PiW;
We Vhall find all kindV of SUecioXV SoVVeVVionV,
We Vhall fill oXU hoXVeV ZiWh VSoil;
CaVW in \oXU loW among XV,
LeW XV all haYe one SXUVe´²
a. M\ Von, if VinneUV enWice \oX: Solomon fiUVW ZaUned hiV Von aboXW Whe dangeU of
bad comSan\. The acWionV of Vome SeoSle cleaUl\ UeYeal Whem Wo be VinneUV, moUe
Whan in Whe geneUal VenVe in Zhich Ze aUe all VinneUV. The \oXng mXVW UeViVW Whe
enWicemenWV of WheVe men.
i. SignificanWl\, WhiV fiUVW inVWUXcWion and ZaUning in Whe book of PUoYeUbV VSeakV Wo Whe
comSan\ Ze keeS and Whe fUiendVhiSV Ze make. TheUe aUe feZ moUe SoZeUfXl foUceV
and inflXenceV XSon oXU life Whan Whe fUiendV Ze chooVe. IW haV been Vaid, VhoZ me
\oXU fUiendV and I can Vee \oXU fXWXUe. IW VSeakV Wo Whe gUeaW need foU God¶V SeoSle Wo
be moUe caUefXl and ZiVeU in WheiU choice of fUiendV.
ii. Do noW conVenW: ³The\ can do Whee no haUm XnleVV Wh\ Zill join in ZiWh Whem«. NoW
eYen Whe deYil himVelf can lead a man inWo Vin Will he conVenWV. WeUe iW noW Vo, hoZ
coXld God jXdge Whe ZoUld?´ (ClaUke)
b. Come ZiWh XV, leW XV lie in ZaiW Wo Vhed blood: When Whe Zicked SloW WheiU eYil
acWionV, Whe ZiVe Von Zill noW conVenW. He Zill diVWance himVelf fUom Whem, no maWWeU
ZhaW Whe SUomiVed oU SoWenWial gain ma\ be (Ze Vhall fill oXU hoXVeV ZiWh VSoil).
i. PaUW of WheiU enWicemenW ZaV VimSl\ Whe VenVe of belonging: come ZiWh XV.
³ASSaUenWl\ in ancienW IVUael, no leVV Whan in Whe modeUn ZoUld, Whe comUadeVhiS, eaV\
mone\, and feeling of emSoZeUmenW offeUed b\ gangV ZaV a VWUong WemSWaWion Wo Whe
\oXng man Zho felW oYeUZhelmed b\ Whe difficXlWieV of Whe life he confUonWed eYeU\
da\.´ (GaUUeWW)
ii. Solomon deVcUibed Whe ZoUdV of VinneUV in WeUmV of WheiU Ueal meaning and effecW,
and noW ZhaW Whe\ acWXall\ Vaid. SXUel\ VXch VinneUV ZoXld aSSeal Wo UicheV and TXick
gain, and noW meUel\ inYiWe WhiV one Wo Vhed blood. Solomon WellV XV Wo heaU ZhaW
SeoSle mean ZiWh VXch SUomiVeV of TXick and eaV\ UicheV, noW onl\ ZhaW Whe\ Va\.
3. (15-19) The end WhaW Zill come XSon Whe SloWWeUV of Yiolence.
M\ Von, do noW Zalk in Whe Za\ ZiWh Whem,

KeeS \oXU fooW fUom WheiU SaWh;
FoU WheiU feeW UXn Wo eYil,
And Whe\ make haVWe Wo Vhed blood.
SXUel\, in Yain Whe neW iV VSUead
In Whe VighW of an\ biUd;
BXW Whe\ lie in ZaiW foU WheiU oZn blood,
The\ lXUk VecUeWl\ foU WheiU oZn liYeV.



So aUe Whe Za\V of eYeU\one Zho iV gUeed\ foU gain;
IW WakeV aZa\ Whe life of iWV oZneUV.
a. Do noW Zalk in Whe Za\ ZiWh Whem: The gXidance fUom faWheU Wo Von ZaV VimSle and
cleaU. SWa\ aZa\ fUom Whe Zicked and all WheiU SloWWing, foU WheiU feeW UXn Wo eYil.
i. In Yain Whe neW iV VSUead in Whe VighW of Whe biUd: ³The biUd doeV noW Vee an\
connecWion beWZeen Whe neW and ZhaW iV VcaWWeUed on iW; he jXVW VeeV food WhaW iV fUee
foU Whe Waking. In Whe SUoceVV he iV WUaSSed and killed. In Whe Vame Za\, Whe gang
cannoW Vee Whe connecWion beWZeen WheiU acWV of UobbeU\ and Whe faWe WhaW enWUaSV
Whem.´ (GaUUeWW)
ii. TUagicall\, Solomon¶V comSan\ ZiWh VinneUV ± in Whe foUm of hiV ZiYeV Zho ZeUe
giYen Wo idolaWU\ ± became a WUaS he himVelf ZaV caXghW in.
b. The\ lie in ZaiW foU WheiU oZn blood: UlWimaWel\, Whe gain SUomiVed b\ Whe Zicked
can neYeU be fXlfilled. The\ Va\, leW XV lie in ZaiW Wo Vhed blood (PUoYeUbV 1:11), bXW in
facW Whe\ aUe Whe hXnWed. The\ Veek Wo Wake Whe life and liYelihood of oWheUV, bXW WheiU
gUeed WakeV aZa\ Whe life of iWV oZneUV.
C. WiVdom callV Wo Whe VimSle oneV.
1. (20-21) WiVdom¶V SXblic call.
WiVdom callV aloXd oXWVide;
She UaiVeV heU Yoice in Whe oSen VTXaUeV.
She cUieV oXW in Whe chief concoXUVeV,
AW Whe oSeningV of Whe gaWeV in Whe ciW\
She VSeakV heU ZoUdV:
a. WiVdom callV aloXd oXWVide: Solomon SUeVenWV ZiVdom aV a SeUVon, a Zoman Zho
offeUV heU gXidance and helS Wo Whe ZoUld. HeU cU\ iV aloXd bXW ofWen ignoUed.
i. ³And WhiV ZiVdom iV Vaid Wo cU\ ZiWh a loXd Yoice, Wo inWimaWe boWh God¶V eaUneVWneVV
in inYiWing VinneUV Wo UeSenWance, and WheiU ine[cXVableneVV if Whe\ do noW heaU VXch
loXd cUieV.´ (Poole)
ii. ³The gUeaWeVW WUaged\ iV WhaW WheUe¶V Vo mXch noiVe WhaW SeoSle can¶W heaU Whe WhingV
Whe\ Ueall\ need Wo heaU. God iV WU\ing Wo geW WhUoXgh Wo Whem ZiWh Whe Yoice of ZiVdom,
bXW all Whe\ heaU aUe Whe confXVed commXnicaWionV clXWWeU, fooliVh YoiceV WhaW lead Whem
faUWheU aZa\ fUom Whe WUXWh.´ (WieUVbe)

b. OXWVide«in Whe oSen VTXaUeV«. Whe chief concoXUVeV«Whe gaWeV in Whe ciW\:
WiVdom SUeVenWV heUVelf Wo eYeU\one in eYeU\ Slace. She offeUV heU helS Wo an\one Zho
Zill giYe aWWenWion Wo heU ZoUdV.
i. ³HeUe Whe oSen SUoclamaWion«Wo make iW cleaU WhaW Whe offeU of ZiVdom iV Wo Whe man
in Whe VWUeeW, and foU Whe bXVineVV of liYing, noW Wo an pliWe foU Whe SXUVXiW of
VcholaUVhiS.´ (KidneU)
2. (22-27) An aSSeal Wo Whe VimSle oneV.
³HoZ long, \oX VimSle oneV, Zill \oX loYe VimSliciW\?
FoU VcoUneUV delighW in WheiU VcoUning,
And foolV haWe knoZledge.
TXUn aW m\ UebXke;
SXUel\ I Zill SoXU oXW m\ VSiUiW on \oX;
I Zill make m\ ZoUdV knoZn Wo \oX.
BecaXVe I haYe called and \oX UefXVed,
I haYe VWUeWched oXW m\ hand and no one UegaUded,
BecaXVe \oX diVdained all m\ coXnVel,



And ZoXld haYe none of m\ UebXke,
I alVo Zill laXgh aW \oXU calamiW\;
I Zill mock Zhen \oXU WeUUoU comeV,
When \oXU WeUUoU comeV like a VWoUm,
And \oXU deVWUXcWion comeV like a ZhiUlZind,
When diVWUeVV and angXiVh come XSon \oX.
a. HoZ long, \oX VimSle oneV, Zill \oX loYe VimSliciW\? WiVdom beginV heU aSSeal
b\ addUeVVing WhoVe Zho moVW need heU helS ± Whe VimSle oneV, WhoVe Zho aUe
XnWUained in Whe Za\V of ZiVdom.
i. She challenged WhoVe ZiWhoXW ZiVdom Wo giYe accoXnW foU WheiU lack, aVking ³HoZ
long?´ HoZ man\ moUe ZeekV, monWhV, oU \eaUV Zill Whe VimSle oneV UejecW oU neglecW
ZiVdom¶V helS?
ii. ³If Whe call haV been e[Wended foU Vome Wime²µHoZ long?¶ (PUoYeUbV 1:22; Vee
alVo IVaiah 65:2)²When WhiV ZaUning iV giYen foU a SUolonged UefXVal. BecaXVe ZiVdom
haV been conWinXall\ UejecWed, ZiVdom Zill laXgh aW Whe calamiW\ of WhoVe Zho haYe
UejecWed iW.´ (RoVV)
iii. The SUoblem ZiWh WheVe VimSle oneV ZaV WhaW Whe\ loYed WheiU VimSliciW\. The\
SUefeUUed WheiU fooliVh ignoUance Whan Whe effoUW and coUUecWion UeTXiUed b\ Whe loYe and
SXUVXiW of ZiVdom.
b. FoU VcoUneUV delighW in WheiU VcoUning, and foolV haWe knoZledge:
ThiV VcoUn deVcUibeV WhoVe Zho boaVWfXll\ UejecW and deVSiVe God¶V ZiVdom.
The\ loYe WheiU VimSliciW\ and VcoUn, and Whe\ haWe knoZledge.
i. ³ScoUneUV Whink Whe\ knoZ eYeU\Whing (PUoYeUbV 21:24) and laXgh aW Whe WhingV WhaW
aUe Ueall\ imSoUWanW. While Whe VimSle one haV a blank look on hiV face, Whe VcoUneU
ZeaUV a VneeU.´ (WieUVbe)

ii. ³FoolV aUe SeoSle Zho aUe ignoUanW of WUXWh becaXVe Whe\¶Ue dXll and VWXbboUn. TheiU
SUoblem iVn¶W a loZ IQ oU SooU edXcaWion; WheiU SUoblem iV a lack of VSiUiWXal deViUe Wo
Veek and find God¶V ZiVdom.´ (WieUVbe)
iii. We can Vee a doZnZaUd SUogUeVVion. YoX VWaUWed gXllible, When became a fool, and
ended XS a VcoUneU (mockeU).
c. TXUn aW m\ UebXke; VXUel\ I Zill SoXU oXW m\ VSiUiW on \oX: The embUace of
ZiVdom beginV ZiWh a WXUn. One mXVW be Zilling Wo change diUecWion fUom Whe SXUVXiW of
fooliVhneVV and WXUn WoZaUdV God and HiV ZiVdom. ThiV UeVSonVe Wo
ZiVdom¶V UebXke inYiWeV ZiVdom Wo SoXU iWVelf oXW.
i. IW VeemV WhaW Whe deVcUiSWion heUe iV of Whe VSiUiW of ZiVdom, noW VSecificall\ Whe Hol\
SSiUiW. The WZo conceSWV do noW conWUadicW each oWheU, bXW Whe\ aUe alVo noW e[acWl\ Whe
Vame.
d. BecaXVe I haYe called and \oX UefXVed: ThiV iV Whe UebXke WhaW ZiVdom offeUed.
She SUomiVed WhaW if Vhe ZeUe UejecWed, Vhe ZoXld laXgh aW \oXU calamiW\. RejecWed
ZiVdom haV noWhing Wo offeU Whe fool Zhen deVWUXcWion comeV like a ZhiUlZind.
i. ³WiVdom doeV noW laXgh aW diVaVWeU, bXW aW Whe WUiXmSh of ZhaW iV UighW oYeU ZhaW iV
ZUong Zhen \oXU diVaVWeU haSSenV.´ (WalWke)
3. (28-33) The conVeTXenceV of ZiVdom UejecWed.
³Then Whe\ Zill call on me, bXW I Zill noW anVZeU;
The\ Zill Veek me diligenWl\, bXW Whe\ Zill noW find me.
BecaXVe Whe\ haWed knoZledge
And did noW chooVe Whe feaU of Whe LoUd,



The\ ZoXld haYe none of m\ coXnVel
And deVSiVed m\ eYeU\ UebXke.
TheUefoUe Whe\ Vhall eaW Whe fUXiW of WheiU oZn Za\,
And be filled Wo Whe fXll ZiWh WheiU oZn fancieV.
FoU Whe WXUning aZa\ of Whe VimSle Zill Vla\ Whem,
And Whe comSlacenc\ of foolV Zill deVWUo\ Whem;
BXW ZhoeYeU liVWenV Wo me Zill dZell Vafel\,
And Zill be VecXUe, ZiWhoXW feaU of eYil.´
a. The\ Zill call on me, bXW I Zill noW anVZeU: When ZiVdom iV UejecWed, Vhe haV no
alWeUnaWiYe Slan foU Whe fool. In Whe Wime of cUiViV, Whe fool cannoW e[SecW Wo beg foU and
UeceiYe inVWanW ZiVdom (Whe\ Zill Veek me diligenWl\, bXW Whe\ Zill noW find me).
b. And did noW chooVe Whe feaU of Whe LoUd: Since WhiV feaU of Whe LoUd iV Whe
beginning of ZiVdom and knoZledge (PUoYeUbV 1:7, Job 28:28, PValm 111:10, PUoYeUbV
9:10, and EccleViaVWeV 12:13), Wo UejecW WhiV UeVSecW of God iV Wo UejecW ZiVdom.
c. TheUefoUe Whe\ Vhall eaW Whe fUXiW of WheiU oZn Za\: The conVeTXenceV of UejecWing
ZiVdom cannoW be aYoided. The end UeVXlW of WhiV loYe of fooliVhneVV and VcoUn Zill be
deaWh (Zill Vla\ Whem) and deVWUXcWion (Zill deVWUo\ Whem).
i. ³EaW aV Whe\ baked, dUink aV Whe\ bUeZed. The\ WhaW VoZ Whe Zind of iniTXiW\, Vhall
UeaS Whe ZhiUlZind of miVeU\.´ (TUaSS)

ii. TXUning aZa\: ³The eleYen oWheU occXUUenceV of WXUning aZa\ aUe all in HoVea oU
JeUemiah, alZa\V ZiWh UefeUence Wo IVUael¶V aSoVWaV\, faiWhleVVneVV, and backVliding fUom
God and fUom Whe MoVaic coYenanW.´ (WalWke)
iii. TheiU oZn Za\: ³The UeaVon foU Whe VinneU¶V UXin iV Slaced again aW hiV oZn dooU. He
iV Za\ZaUd Vince he WXUnV aZa\ fUom ZiVdom¶V beckoning Yoice. He deVSiVeV Whe onl\
cXUe.´ (BUidgeV)
iY. ³If, elVeZheUe in Whe book, fool and VcoUneU aSSeaU Wo be fi[ed W\SeV, iW iV WheiU faXlW,
noW WheiU faWe: Whe\ aUe eaWing of Whe fUXiW of WheiU oZn Za\.´ (KidneU)
d. BXW ZhoeYeU liVWenV Wo me Zill dZell Vafel\: ThoVe Zho do liVWen Wo ZiVdom¶V call
Zill be VecXUe, ZiWhoXW feaU of eYil. TheiU feaU of Whe LoUd UeVXlWed in WheiU haYing
no feaU of eYil.
i. ³And aV a Zicked man¶V mind iV ofW fXll of an[ieW\ in Whe midVW of all hiV oXWZaUd
SUoVSeUiW\ and gloU\, Vo Whe mind of a good man iV filled ZiWh Seace and jo\, eYen Zhen
hiV oXWZaUd man iV e[SoVed Wo man\ WUoXbleV.´ (Poole)
ii. WiWhoXW feaU of eYil: ³DeaWh Vhall loVe iWV WeUUoUV, and become Whe FaWheU¶V VeUYanW,
XVheUing \oX inWo HiV SUeVence. Pain and VXffeUing Vhall bXW caVW inWo Uelief Whe VWaUV of
DiYine SUomiVe. PoYeUW\ Zill haYe no SangV, and no VWoUmV, no alaUmV.´ (Me\eU)
(c) 2020 The EndXUing WoUd Bible CommenWaU\ b\ DaYid GX]ik ±
eZm@endXUingZoUd.com

PROVERBS 2
A. God¶V gifW of ZiVdom.
1. (1-5) The VeaUch foU ZiVdom.
M\ Von, if \oX UeceiYe m\ ZoUdV,
And WUeaVXUe m\ commandV ZiWhin \oX,
So WhaW \oX incline \oXU eaU Wo ZiVdom,
And aSSl\ \oXU heaUW Wo XndeUVWanding;
YeV, if \oX cU\ oXW foU diVceUnmenW,



And lifW XS \oXU Yoice foU XndeUVWanding,
If \oX Veek heU aV VilYeU,
And VeaUch foU heU aV foU hidden WUeaVXUeV;
Then \oX Zill XndeUVWand Whe feaU of Whe LoUd,
And find Whe knoZledge of God.
a. M\ Von, if \oX UeceiYe m\ ZoUdV: In Whe fiUVW chaSWeU of PUoYeUbV Solomon began
Wo VSeak Wo hiV Von, inVWUXcWing him in Whe Za\V of ZiVdom. HeUe he conWinXeV Whe
Weaching, aSSealing Wo hiV Von Wo UeceiYe m\ ZoUdV and Wo WUeaVXUe m\ commandV.
WiVdom can neYeU benefiW XV if iW iV noW UeceiYed and WUeaVXUed.

i. ³The VeaUch, VWUenXoXV aV iW mXVW be, iV noW XngXided. IWV VWaUWing-SoinW iV
UeYelaWion²VSecific (ZoUdV) and SUacWical (commandmenWV); iWV meWhod iV noW one of
fUee VSecXlaWion, bXW of WUeaVXUing and e[SloUing UeceiYed WeachingV Vo aV Wo SeneWUaWe
Wo WheiU SUinciSleV.´ (KidneU)
ii. ³µAcceSW¶ [UeceiYe] iV SaUalleled ZiWh µVWoUe XS¶ [WUeaVXUe], a figXUe WhaW imSlieV WhaW
moVW Weaching cannoW be XVed immediaWel\ bXW WhaW Vome Wime Zill SaVV befoUe
edXcaWion¶V effecWV aUe felW.´ (RoVV)
iii. TUeaVXUe m\ commandV ZiWhin \oX: ³God¶V inWenWion iV WhaW \oX and I make HiV
ZiVdom oXU oZn. We aUe Wo leaUn iW fUom Whe Bible. Nobod\ iV Wo knoZ iW in oXU VWead.
PaVWoUV aUe chaUged b\ God ZiWh helSing XV Wo gUoZ, bXW Ze mXVW make HiV WoUd oXUV,
Vo aV Wo keeS iW µZiWh¶ XV.´ (PhilliSV)
iY. TUeaVXUe m\ commandV ZiWhin \oX: ³He Zho haV Whe UXle of hiV dXW\ onl\ in
hiV Bible and in hiV head, iV noW likel\ Wo be a VWead\, conViVWenW chaUacWeU; hiV heaUW iV
noW engaged, and hiV obedience, in an\ caVe, can be onl\ foUced, oU done fUom a VenVe
of dXW\: iW iV noW Whe obedience of a loYing, dXWifXl child, Wo an affecWionaWe faWheU. BXW he
Zho haV Whe ZoUd of God in hiV heaUW, ZoUkV fUom hiV heaUW; hiV heaUW goeV ZiWh him in
all WhingV, and he delighWV Wo do Whe Zill of hiV heaYenl\ FaWheU, becaXVe hiV laZ iV in hiV
heaUW.´ (ClaUke)
b. And aSSl\ \oXU heaUW Wo XndeUVWanding: ThiV imSlieV effoUW. The heaUW mXVW
be aSSlied Wo XndeUVWanding. IW Zon¶W haSSen b\ accidenW. ThiV ZiVdom, diVceUnmenW,
and XndeUVWanding mXVW be VoXghW oXW aV if iW ZeUe VilYeU and hidden WUeaVXUeV.
i. In WheVe feZ YeUVeV, Solomon deVcUibed man\ Za\V WhaW Ze mXVW Veek afWeU ZiVdom.
ā ReceiYe.
ā TUeaVXUe.
ā Incline.
ā ASSl\.
ā CU\ oXW, lifW XS Whe Yoice.
ā Seek, VeaUch.
ii. The one Zho SXUVXeV ZiVdom in WhiV Za\ Zill noW be diVaSSoinWed. ³BXW WhiV VeaUch
mXVW be VeUioXV, VWUenXoXV. The Za\ of ZiVdom iV neYeU UeYealed Wo WUifleUV.´ (MoUgan)
iii. ³TheUe mXVW be ZillingneVV and deViUe Wo knoZ (YeUVeV PUoYeUbV 2:1-2). To WhiV mXVW
be added diligence. The illXminaWiYe ShUaVeV aUe µcU\,¶ µlifW XS Wh\ Yoice,¶ µVeek,¶ µVeaUch.¶
All indicaWe deViUe, e[SUeVVing iWVelf in deYoWion.´ (MoUgan)
iY. ASSl\ \oXU heaUW Wo XndeUVWanding: ³AWWenWion of bod\, inWenWion of mind, and
UeWenWion of memoU\, aUe indiVSenVabl\ deViUed of all ZiVdom¶V VcholaUV; VXch aV King
EdZaUd VI, Zho conVWanWl\ VWood XS aW Whe heaUing of Whe ZoUd, Wook noWeV, Zhich he
afWeUZaUdV diligenWl\ SeUXVed, and ZUoXghW Whe VeUmon XSon hiV affecWionV b\
mediWaWion.´ (TUaSS)



Y. Seek heU aV VilYeU: ³RefeUV Wo VilYeU aV mined and VmelWed, noW aV a SUecioXV meWal
in iWV naWiYe VWaWe.´ (WalWke)

Yi. If \oX Veek heU aV VilYeU: ³WiWh Whe Vame XnZeaUied diligence, and eaUneVW deViUe,
and SaWienW e[SecWaWion XndeU all dela\V, diVaSSoinWmenWV, and difficXlWieV, Zhich
ZoUldlingV XVe in Whe SXUchaVe of UicheV, oU in digging in mineV of VilYeU.´ (Poole)
Yii. ³HoZ do men Veek mone\? WhaW Zill Whe\ noW do Wo geW Uich? ReadeU, Veek Whe
ValYaWion of Wh\ VoXl aV eaUneVWl\ aV Whe coYeWoXV man VeekV ZealWh; and be aVhamed
of Wh\Velf, if WhoX be leVV in eaUneVW afWeU Whe WUXe UicheV Whan he iV afWeU SeUiVhing
ZealWh.´ (ClaUke)
c. Then \oX Zill XndeUVWand Whe feaU of Whe LoUd: Solomon eVWabliVhed Whe SUinciSle
WhaW Whe feaU of Whe LoUd iV Whe beginning of knoZledge and ZiVdom (PUoYeUbV 1:7).
HeUe he WeacheV XV WhaW ZiWhoXW Whe effoUW Wo Veek oXW ZiVdom, Ze Zill lack in oXU feaU
of Whe LoUd and knoZledge of God.
i. The knoZledge of God: ³In VhoUW, µknoZledge of God¶ UefeUV Wo SeUVonal inWimac\
ZiWh him WhUoXgh obedience Wo hiV ZoUd (cf. 1 SamXel 3:7).´ (WalWke)
2. (6-9) The benefiW of ZiVdom.
FoU Whe LoUd giYeV ZiVdom;
FUom HiV moXWh come knoZledge and XndeUVWanding;
He VWoUeV XS VoXnd ZiVdom foU Whe XSUighW;
He iV a Vhield Wo WhoVe Zho Zalk XSUighWl\;
He gXaUdV Whe SaWhV of jXVWice,
And SUeVeUYeV Whe Za\ of HiV VainWV.
Then \oX Zill XndeUVWand UighWeoXVneVV and jXVWice,
ETXiW\ and eYeU\ good SaWh.
a. FoU Whe LoUd giYeV ZiVdom: ThiV e[SlainV Zh\ Whe feaU of Whe LoUd iV Whe
foXndaWion of ZiVdom, and an eVVenWial aVSecW of Whe SXUVXiW of ZiVdom.
TUXe ZiVdom iV foXnd in Him, and He giYeV iW.
b. FUom HiV moXWh come knoZledge and XndeUVWanding: The moVW VignificanW Za\
God giYeV ZiVdom iV fUom Whe ZoUdV of HiV moXWh. HiV ZoUd UeYealV knoZledge and
XndeUVWanding. In HiV ZoUd He VWoUeV XS VoXnd ZiVdom foU Whe XSUighW.
c. He iV a Vhield Wo WhoVe Zho Zalk XSUighWl\: God noW onl\ giYeV ZiVdom in HiV
ZoUd; He acWiYel\ ZoUkV Wo defend, gXaUd and SUeVeUYe WhoVe Zho Zalk in HiV Za\V.
d. Then \oX Zill XndeUVWand UighWeoXVneVV and jXVWice: The VenVe iV WhaW
Ze need WhiV defenVe fUom God Wo gain WhiV SUoSeU XndeUVWanding. TheUe aUe Vo man\
ZUong ideaV aboXW in Whe ZoUld WhaW Ze Zill neYeU hold on Wo ZhaW iV ZiVe and WUXe
ZiWhoXW being defended againVW Whe falVe and fooliVh.
i. Then \oX Zill XndeUVWand UighWeoXVneVV and jXVWice: ³He Zho iV WaXghW of God
XndeUVWandV Whe Zhole laZ of jXVWice, meUc\, UighWeoXVneVV, and WUXWh; God haV ZUiWWen
WhiV on hiV heaUW. He Zho XndeUVWandV WheVe WhingV b\ bookV onl\ iV neYeU likel\ Wo
SUacWiVe oU SUofiW b\ Whem.´ (ClaUke)
ii. EYeU\ good SaWh: ³TUack (magal; Vee PUoYeUbV 2:15) UefeUV Wo µcaUW WUackV,¶ µZagon
UXWV.¶ While Whe eaUWh iV VofW, Zagon ZheelV SUeVV Whe WUailV WhaW oWheUV aUe obliged Wo
folloZ afWeU iW dUieV and haUdenV.´ (WalWke) We Zill make WUackV, UXWV, SaWhV foU oXU life
± ZiVdom helSV XV Wo make good and XVefXl ³UXWV´ oU habiWV.

B. The SUoWecWiYe SoZeU of ZiVdom.
1. (10-11) The geneUal VWaWemenW.



When ZiVdom enWeUV \oXU heaUW,
And knoZledge iV SleaVanW Wo \oXU VoXl,
DiVcUeWion Zill SUeVeUYe \oX;
UndeUVWanding Zill keeS \oX,
a. When ZiVdom enWeUV \oXU heaUW: Solomon menWioned Whe idea
of SUoWecWion UeleYanW Wo ZiVdom (PUoYeUbV 2:7-8). NoZ he e[SlainV WhaW VomeWhing
haSSenV Zhen Ze gain ZiVdom; Zhen Ze YalXe God¶V knoZledge (iW iV SleaVanW Wo
\oXU VoXl).
i. ³PUoYeUbV 2:10-11 aVVeUWV WhaW WiVdom giYeV boWh SleaVXUe and VXUefooWedneVV in life.
The moUe ZiVdom one leaUnV, Whe moUe one deViUeV and enjo\V iW. The SUoWecWion
ZiVdom giYeV, moUeoYeU, iV WhaW iW keeSV iWV folloZeU fUom making deciVionV WhaW Zill
laWeU bUing onl\ UegUeW.´ (GaUUeWW)
ii. KnoZledge iV SleaVanW Wo \oXU VoXl: ³SSiUiWXal jo\ moUWifieV Vin. HiV moXWh hankeUV
noW afWeU homel\ SUoYiVion WhaW haWh laWel\ WaVWed of delicaWe VXVWenance. PleaVXUe WheUe
mXVW be in Whe Za\V of God, becaXVe WheUein men leW oXW WheiU VoXlV inWo God, WhaW iV
Whe foXnWain of all good; hence Whe\ Vo infiniWel\ diVWaVWe Vin¶V WaVWeleVV fooleUieV.´
(TUaSS)
b. DiVcUeWion Zill SUeVeUYe \oX: We need God¶V SUoWecWion Wo gain ZiVdom (PUoYeUbV
2:7-8), bXW ZiVdom alVo SUoWecWV XV. UndeUVWanding Zill keeS \oX fUom man\ fooliVh
choiceV and haUmfXl conVeTXenceV in life.
2. (12-15) WiVdom UeVcXeV XV fUom Zicked men.
To deliYeU \oX fUom Whe Za\ of eYil,
FUom Whe man Zho VSeakV SeUYeUVe WhingV,
FUom WhoVe Zho leaYe Whe SaWhV of XSUighWneVV
To Zalk in Whe Za\V of daUkneVV;
Who Uejoice in doing eYil,
And delighW in Whe SeUYeUViW\ of Whe Zicked;
WhoVe Za\V aUe cUooked,
And Zho aUe deYioXV in WheiU SaWhV;
a. To deliYeU \oX fUom Whe Za\ of eYil: WiVdom Zill keeS XV fUom going eYil Za\V, and
fUom aVVociaWing ZiWh Whe man Zho VSeakV SeUYeUVe WhingV. OXU fallen naWXUe ma\ be
aWWUacWed Wo SeUYeUVe WhingV, bXW ZiVdom Zill gXaUd XV fUom WhaW SaWh, fUom WhoVe
Zho leaYe Whe SaWhV of UighWeoXVneVV.
i. ³The SUomiVed SUoWecWion iV fiUVW defined aV deliYeUance fUom aSoVWaWe men Zho haYe
oSWed foU daUk and cUooked SaWhV inVWead of Whe faWheU¶V bUighW and VWUaighW Za\V.´
(WalWke)
b. Who Uejoice in doing eYil, and delighW in Whe SeUYeUViW\ of Whe Zicked: Fallen
naWXUe iV noW onl\ aWWUacWed Wo ZhaW iV eYil and SeUYeUVe, iW UejoiceV and delighWV in iW.

Shame iV caVW aZa\ and ZhaW iV ZUong and WZiVWed iV celebUaWed. ThiV celebUaWion of
SeUYeUViW\ iV noW XniTXe Wo oXU Wime, bXW iW ceUWainl\ maUkV oXU SUeVenW age.
i. DelighW in Whe SeUYeUViW\ of Whe Zicked: ³The\ Uejoice (\agilX), Whe oXWZaUd SaUallel
of WheiU jo\ ZiWhin, e[SUeVVeV e[XbeUanW, enWhXViaVWic, VSonWaneoXV VhoXWV of jo\, like
WhoVe heaUd in baZd\ WheaWeUV and blood\ VWadiXmV.´ (WalWke)
c. WhoVe Za\V aUe cUooked, and Zho aUe deYioXV in WheiU SaWhV: WiVdom SUoWecWV
XV fUom WheVe eYil men. If noW SUoWecWed b\ ZiVdom, WheiU cUooked Za\V Zill come Wo
haUm XV, and Ze Zill VXffeU fUom WheiU deYioXV chaUacWeU.
3. (16-22) WiVdom UeVcXeV XV fUom Whe immoUal Zoman.



To deliYeU \oX fUom Whe immoUal Zoman,
FUom Whe VedXcWUeVV Zho flaWWeUV ZiWh heU ZoUdV,
Who foUVakeV Whe comSanion of heU \oXWh,
And foUgeWV Whe coYenanW of heU God.
FoU heU hoXVe leadV doZn Wo deaWh,
And heU SaWhV Wo Whe dead;
None Zho go Wo heU UeWXUn,
NoU do Whe\ Uegain Whe SaWhV of life²
So \oX ma\ Zalk in Whe Za\ of goodneVV,
And keeS Wo Whe SaWhV of UighWeoXVneVV.
FoU Whe XSUighW Zill dZell in Whe land,
And Whe blameleVV Zill Uemain in iW;
BXW Whe Zicked Zill be cXW off fUom Whe eaUWh,
And Whe XnfaiWhfXl Zill be XSUooWed fUom iW.
a. To deliYeU \oX fUom Whe immoUal Zoman: HeUe Solomon eVSeciall\ VSoke Wo hiV Von
(PUoYeUbV 2:1), Zho coXld be eaVil\ deceiYed and WUaSSed b\ Whe immoUal Zoman.
WiVdom coXld SUoWecW him fUom heU.
i. The Bible¶V ZiVdom iV mXch moUe VoShiVWicaWed Whan mXch of SoSXlaU Whinking in
Woda\¶V ZoUld. Toda\ WheUe iV Whe Wendenc\ Wo YieZ WhingV ZiWhoXW nXance; foU e[amSle,
Wo Whink of all Zomen aV YicWimV Wo men. ThiV UejecWV Whe idea of Whe immoUal Zoman,
Whinking WhaW if WheUe iV a Ve[Xal liaiVon beWZeen a man and a Zoman, he mXVW be Whe
SeUSeWUaWoU and Vhe mXVW be Whe YicWim. The Bible Uecogni]eV WhaW hXman beingV and
hXman UelaWionVhiSV aUe faU moUe comSlicaWed Whan WhaW.
ii. ImmoUal Zoman«VedXcWUeVV: ³BoWh WheVe WeUmV mean liWeUall\ µfoUeigneU¶
oU VWUangeU; i.e., in VXch a conWe[W (cf. PUoYeUbV 2:16b), µone Zho iV oXWVide Whe ciUcle of
[a man¶V] SUoSeU UelaWionV, WhaW iV, a haUloW oU an adXlWeUeVV¶.´ (KidneU)
b. The VedXcWUeVV Zho flaWWeUV ZiWh heU ZoUdV: BefoUe Solomon deVcUibed
Whe immoUal Zoman in an\ oWheU Za\, he ZUoWe of heU aV a VedXcWUeVV Zho
XVeV ZoUdV Wo VedXce. The Song of Solomon VhoZV XV WhaW King Solomon kneZ Whe
SoZeU of Whe female foUm, bXW WheUe iV alVo gUeaW SoZeU in Whe flaWWeUing ZoUdV of
Whe VedXcWUeVV.
i. Who flaWWeUV ZiWh heU ZoUdV: ³Hechelikah, Vhe WhaW VmooWhV ZiWh heU ZoUdV. The
oUiginal inWimaWeV Whe glib, oil\ VSeecheV of a SUoVWiWXWe. The EngliVh lick iV VXSSoVed Wo
be deUiYed fUom Whe oUiginal ZoUd.´ (ClaUke)

ii. FlaWWeUV: ³ComeV fUom a UooW ZhoVe nominal deUiYaWiYe iV XVed of DaYid¶V fiYe
µVmooWh¶ VWoneV. The YeUb iV XVed liWeUall\ onl\ of µmaking VmooWh¶ meWal (IVaiah 41:7).
Once (HoVea 10:2) iW iV XVed meWaShoUicall\ of a heaUW WhaW iV µVmooWh¶ (i.e., deceiWfXl).´
(WalWke)
iii. ³The VXbWleW\ of Whe aSSeal comeV fUom flaWWeUing VSeech²Whe adXlWeUeVV WalkV
VmooWhl\ (Vee PUoYeUbV 5:3). An e[amSle of VXch Walk iV foXnd in PUoYeUbV 7:14-20.´
(RoVV)
c. Who foUVakeV Whe comSanion of heU \oXWh: The immoUal Zoman Solomon had in
mind had a SaVW UecoUd of diVlo\alW\ and XnfaiWhfXlneVV. ThiV ZaV eYidenW noW onl\
among men (Whe comSanion of heU \oXWh) bXW eYen moUe imSoUWanWl\ in UelaWion Wo
God (Zho foUgeWV Whe coYenanW of heU God).
i. FoUgeWV Whe coYenanW of heU God: ³MaUUiage iV a mi[ed coYenanW, SaUWl\ UeligioXV
and SaUWl\ ciYil: Whe SaUWieV Wie WhemVelYeV fiUVW Wo God, and When Wo one anoWheU. The



bond iV made Wo God, Zho alVo Zill be Uead\ enoXgh Wo Wake Whe foUfeiWXUe.´ (TUaSS)
d. FoU heU hoXVe leadV doZn Wo deaWh: ThiV iV an imSoUWanW SaUW of ZiVdom¶V
SUoWecWion, Wo Vee ZheUe a SaWh leadV. Time ZiWh Whe flaWWeUing VedXcWUeVV VeemV
ZondeUfXl, bXW ZiVdom helSV XV Wo XndeUVWand ZheUe iW leadV ± and WhaW iV doZn Wo
deaWh.
i. HeU hoXVe leadV doZn Wo deaWh: ³BXW hoZ man\, alaV! b\ WhiV meanV haYe loVW WheiU
VoXlV. FleVhl\ lXVWV, b\ a VSecialW\, µfighW againVW Whe VoXl¶ [1 PeWeU 2:11]. And noWhing
haWh Vo mXch enUiched hell, VaiWh one, aV beaXWifXl faceV.´ (TUaSS)
ii. MaWWheZ Poole ZUoWe of man\ Za\V WhaW heU hoXVe leadV doZn Wo deaWh: ³B\
ZaVWing a man¶V YiWal VSiUiWV, and VhoUWening hiV life; b\ e[SoVing him Wo man\ and
dangeUoXV diVeaVeV, Zhich Sh\VicianV haYe declaUed and SUoYed Wo be Whe effecWV of
inoUdinaWe lXVW; aV alVo Wo Whe fXU\ of jealoXV hXVbandV oU fUiendV, and VomeWimeV Wo Whe
VZoUd of ciYil jXVWice, and XndoXbWedl\, ZiWhoXW UeSenWance, Wo God¶V ZUaWh and Whe
Vecond deaWh.´
iii. HeU hoXVe leadV doZn Wo deaWh: ³The Zoman Zho abandonV heUVelf Wo SUoVWiWXWion
Voon conWUacWV, and geneUall\ commXnicaWeV, WhaW diVeaVe, Zhich, aboYe all oWheUV,
VignV Whe VSeedieVW and moVW effecWXal SaVVSoUW Wo Whe inYiVible ZoUld.´ (ClaUke)
iY. HeU SaWhV Wo Whe dead: ³NoW onl\ doeV Vhe Vink doZn Wo deaWh, bXW heU SaWhV lead
Wo Whe µVhadeV¶ (NIV, µWhe VSiUiWV of Whe dead¶). The µVhadeV¶ aUe Whe inhabiWanWV of Sheol;
Whe WeUm deVcUibeV Whe VhadoZ\ conWinXaWion of WhoVe Zho haYe loVW WheiU YiWaliW\ and
VWUengWh.´ (RoVV)
Y. HeU SaWhV Wo Whe dead: ³ThoVe Zho enWeU Whe hoXVe of Whe immoUal Zoman, on Whe
oWheU hand, find onl\ Whe ghoVWV of WhoVe Zho SUeceded Whem and diVcoYeU Woo laWe WhaW
WheUe iV no e[iW.´ (GaUUeWW)
e. None Zho go Wo heU UeWXUn: AV ZiWh man\ VWaWemenWV in Whe PUoYeUbV, WhiV iV noW an
abVolXWe SUomiVe, bXW a WUXe SUinciSle. Solomon had Veen man\ go doZn Whe SaWh
of deaWh ZiWh an immoUal Zoman, neYeU Wo UeWXUn Wo Whe Za\ of ZiVdom.
i. Who go Wo heU: ThiV ShUaVing iV WUanVlaWed go in Wo [heU] in GeneViV 16:2 and came in
Wo [Whem] in GeneViV 6:4 aV VSecificall\ UefeUUing Wo Ve[Xal inWeUcoXUVe.
ii. A life eaUl\ giYen Wo SUomiVcXiW\ and Ve[Xal Vin iV mXch moUe difficXlW Wo Ueclaim. IW iV
faU beWWeU Wo neYeU go doZn VXch SaWhV. ThaW iV Zh\ Solomon ZaUned, none Zho go Wo

heU UeWXUn: ³AdXlWeUeUV and ZhoUemongeUV aUe YeU\ UaUel\ bUoXghW Wo UeSenWance, bXW
aUe geneUall\ haUdened b\ Whe SoZeU and deceiWfXlneVV of WhaW lXVW, and b\ God¶V jXVW
jXdgmenW, SecXliaUl\ inflicWed XSon VXch SeUVonV.´ (Poole)
f. The XnfaiWhfXl Zill be XSUooWed: Solomon Ueminded hiV Von of Whe conVeTXenceV of
Whe SaWh of Whe VedXcWUeVV. IW inYiWeV Whe diVciSline oU Whe jXdgmenW of God, Zho
accoUding Wo HiV coYenanW ZiWh IVUael SUomiVed WhaW Whe XSUighW Zill dZell in Whe land,
bXW Whe XnfaiWhfXl Zill be XSUooWed fUom iW. TheVe conVeTXenceV giYe XV a
cleaU choice ± one oU Whe oWheU.
i. ³TheUe¶V a SUice Wo Sa\ if Ze ZoXld gain VSiUiWXal ZiVdom, bXW WheUe¶V an eYen gUeaWeU
SUice Wo Sa\ if Ze don¶W gain iW. We mXVW Zalk ZiWh God WhUoXgh Whe VWXd\ of HiV WoUd.´
(WieUVbe)
ii. FoU Whe XSUighW Zill dZell in Whe land: ³HeUe Whe ZiVe man VSeakV afWeU Whe manneU
of MoVeV¶ laZ, XndeU Zhich he liYed; [DeXWeUonom\ 11:8].´ (TUaSS)
iii. ³HeUe Whe Zicked Zill be cXW off becaXVe Whe\ defile Whe eaUWh and WhUeaWen Whe
UelaWionVhiS of Whe UighWeoXV ZiWh WheiU God.´ (WalWke)
(c) 2020 The EndXUing WoUd Bible CommenWaU\ b\ DaYid GX]ik ±
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PROVERBS 3
A. M\ Von, Zalk UighWl\ ZiWh God.
1. (1-4) Walk UighWl\ ZiWh God b\ YalXing HiV ZoUd.
M\ Von, do noW foUgeW m\ laZ,
BXW leW \oXU heaUW keeS m\ commandV;
FoU lengWh of da\V and long life
And Seace Whe\ Zill add Wo \oX.
LeW noW meUc\ and WUXWh foUVake \oX;
Bind Whem aUoXnd \oXU neck,
WUiWe Whem on Whe WableW of \oXU heaUW,
And Vo find faYoU and high eVWeem
In Whe VighW of God and man.
a. Do noW foUgeW m\ laZ: Solomon¶V adYice aV a faWheU Wo hiV Von in WhiV VecWion beginV
ZiWh a ZaUning Wo neYeU foUgeW God¶V ZoUd (m\ laZ). Solomon didn¶W mean ³m\ laZ´ in
Whe VenVe of hiV oZn SeUVonal decUeeV, bXW aV God¶V ZoUd WhaW he had inWeUnali]ed and
made SeUVonal.
b. LeW \oXU heaUW keeS m\ commandV: Deciding Wo noW foUgeW God¶V ZoUd iV moUe
Whan a menWal e[eUciVe of memoU\. IW iV alVo connecWed Wo a life of obedience, in Zhich
one doeV keeS Whe commandV of God. If one menWall\ UemembeUV God¶V ZoUd \eW failV
Wo obe\ iW, Ze coXld UighWl\ Va\ he oU Vhe haV foUgoWWen God¶V commandV.
i. We noWe alVo WhaW WhiV obedience iV one of Whe heaUW. OXU goal in obedience iV noW
meUe oXWZaUd confoUmiW\ Wo God¶V Zill, bXW a heaUW WhaW loYeV and obe\V Him.

ii. ³The heaUW iV Whe fiUVW Whing WhaW ZandeUV aZa\ fUom God, and iW iV alVo Whe fiUVW Whing
WhaW UeWXUnV Wo God.´ (BUidgeV)
c. The\ Zill add Wo \oX: TheUe iV a Ueal benefiW fUom WhiV life and heaUW WhaW obe\V God.
In SUinciSle, life and heaUW obedience bUing long life and Seace. ThiV iV a bleVVed
combinaWion; lengWh of da\V coXld be a cXUVe and noW a bleVVing ZiWhoXW Seace.
i. We Va\ in SUinciSle becaXVe WhiV iV laUgel\ hoZ PUoYeUbV ZaV ZUiWWen and VhoXld be
UegaUded. The SUinciSle of PUoYeUbV 3:2 iV noW an abVolXWe SUomiVe; WheUe aUe Vome
SeoSle Zho WUXl\ aUe giYen Wo obedience in boWh condXcW and heaUW and die UelaWiYel\
\oXng. Some godl\ SeUVonV haYe WUoXble liYing in Seace. We UegaUd WheVe aV WUXe
SUinciSleV, noW abVolXWe SUomiVeV.
d. LeW noW meUc\ and WUXWh foUVake \oX: Solomon ZiVel\ Wold hiV Von Wo keeS God¶V
lo\al loYe (meUc\, Whe gUeaW HebUeZ ZoUd heVed) and WUXWh cloVe. The\ VhoXld be Vo
cloVe WhaW iW ZoXld be aV if Whe\ ZeUe a necklace on him aW all WimeV (bind Whem aUoXnd
\oXU neck) and ZUiWWen on Whe WableW of \oXU heaUW.
i. MaWWheZ Poole obVeUYed WhaW meUc\ and WUXWh coXld be XndeUVWood boWh aV God¶V
meUc\ and WUXWh Wo XV and aV Whe meUc\ and WUXWh WhaW iV man¶V dXW\ Wo VhoZ Wo oWheUV.
BoWh aUe imSoUWanW and VhoXld neYeU be foUVaken.
ii. ³MeUc\ and WUXWh aUe fUeTXenWl\ joined WogeWheU, aV Whe\ aUe in God, aV in PValm
25:10, PValm 57:3, eWc., oU in men, aV in PUoYeUbV 16:6, PUoYeUbV 20:28, HoVea 4:1, and
heUe.´ (Poole)
iii. Bind Whem«ZUiWe Whem: ³SWUiking e[SUeVVionV foU gloU\ing in, mediWaWing on and
(PUoYeUbV 7:3) acWing b\ WheVe SUinciSleV.´ (KidneU) ³B\ µbinding¶ and µZUiWing¶ Whe
WeacheU iV VWUeVVing WhaW Whe WeachingV become a SaUW of Whe diVciSle¶V naWXUe.´ (RoVV)
e. So find faYoU: The bleVVed, obedienW life iV magneWic. IW enjo\V Whe faYoU of Whe God



iW honoUV and aWWUacWV Whe faYoU of man.
i. ³FaYoU (hen, Vee PUoYeUbV 1:9), Whe common ZoUd foU µgUace,¶ heUe denoWeV Whe
SoViWiYe diVSoViWion of heaYen and eaUWh WoZaUd Whe Von becaXVe of hiV aWWUacWiYeneVV.
Like heVed, iW cannoW be comSelled; iW iV e[Wended YolXnWaUil\ and XnilaWeUall\ Wo
SUeVeUYe a YalXed UelaWionVhiS.´ (WalWke)
ii. ³ThiV meanV WhaW oWheUV Zill Uecogni]e Whe comSeWence and inWelligence of Whe ZiVe
indiYidXal.´ (GaUUeWW)
iii. TUaSS on haYing faYoU befoUe man: ³AV did JoVeSh, MoVeV, DaYid. He ZaV a man
afWeU God¶V oZn heaUW, and ZhaWVoeYeU he did SleaVed Whe SeoSle. IW iV God WhaW giYeV
cUediW; he faVhioneWh men¶V oSinionV, and inclineWh WheiU heaUWV, aV E]Ua ofW
acknoZledgeV ZiWh mXch WhankfXlneVV. [E]Ua 7:27-28]´
2. (5-6) Walk UighWl\ ZiWh God b\ WUXl\ WUXVWing Him.
TUXVW in Whe LoUd ZiWh all \oXU heaUW,
And lean noW on \oXU oZn XndeUVWanding;
In all \oXU Za\V acknoZledge Him,
And He Vhall diUecW \oXU SaWhV.

a. TUXVW in Whe LoUd: Solomon adYiVed hiV Von Wo liYe a life of WUXVW in YahZeh.
Solomon had foXnd WhaW God ZaV ZoUWh\ Wo be WUXVWed. IW iV oXU naWXUe Wo SXW oXU WUXVW
in VomeWhing oU Vomeone, eYen if iW iV oXU Velf. Solomon Wold XV Wo conVcioXVl\ SXW
oXU WUXVW in Whe LoUd, Whe coYenanW God of AbUaham, IVaac, and Jacob.
i. ³The ZoUd WUanVlaWed µWUXVW¶ in PUoYeUbV 3:5 meanV µWo lie helSleVV, facedoZn.¶ IW
SicWXUeV a VeUYanW ZaiWing foU Whe maVWeU¶V command in UeadineVV Wo obe\, oU a defeaWed
VoldieU \ielding himVelf Wo Whe conTXeUing geneUal.´ (WieUVbe)
ii. ³To WUXVW in God iV Wo be XnboWWomed of Wh\Velf, and of eYeU\ cUeaWXUe, and Vo Wo lean
XSon God, WhaW if he fail Whee WhoX VinkeVW.´ (TUaSS)
b. WiWh all \oXU heaUW: If WUXVW in God iV Wo be WUXe, iW mXVW be comSleWe. To SXW half
oXU WUXVW in God and half oXU WUXVW in Velf oU VomeWhing elVe iV Ueall\ failXUe Wo WUXVW
Whe LoUd aW all. We VhoXld endeaYoU Wo giYe God all oXU conVcioXV WUXVW.
i. ³The\ WUXVW noW God aW all WhaW do iW noW alone. He WhaW VWandV ZiWh one fooW on a Uock,
and anoWheU fooW XSon a TXickVand, Zill Vink and SeUiVh aV ceUWainl\ aV he WhaW VWandV
ZiWh boWh feeW on a TXickVand.´ (TUaSS)
ii. ThiV aVSecW WUoXbleV Vome becaXVe Whe\ feaU WheUe iV Vome SaUW of WheiU heaUW WhaW iV
noW WUXl\ WUXVWing God. We ma\ V\mSaWhi]e ZiWh WhiV conceUn, knoZing WhaW aV imSeUfecW
SeoSle iW iV imSoVVible foU XV Wo WUXVW in Whe LoUd SeUfecWl\. In SUinciSle, Ze gaWheU
WhaW PUoYeUbV 3:5-6 doeV noW deVcUibe an objecWiYel\ SeUfecW WUXVW in God, bXW a heaUW
and life WhaW doeV noW conVcioXVl\ UejecW oU def\ God ZiWh Xnbelief.
iii. In facW, Whe folloZing ShUaVeV Zill e[Slain ZhaW Solomon inWended ZiWh Whe
ShUaVe ZiWh all \oXU heaUW.
iY. ³ThiV WUXVW iV noW Whe meUe cold aVVenW of enlighWened jXdgmenW. IW iV WUXVW«ZiWh all
\oXU heaUW. IW iV a childlike, XnZaYeUing confidence in oXU FaWheU¶V Zell-SUoYed ZiVdom,
faiWhfXlneVV, and loYe.´ (BUidgeV)
c. Lean noW on \oXU oZn XndeUVWanding: TUXVWing God ZiWh all oXU heaUW meanV Wo
decide Wo SXW aZa\ oXU oZn XndeUVWanding and inVWead Wo chooVe Wo WUXVW God and HiV
XndeUVWanding, eVSeciall\ aV declaUed in HiV ZoUd.
i. Lean noW: ³Do noW Uel\, oU lean aV on a bUoken cUXWch, deSicWV ZhaW iV meanW b\
µWUXVW.¶´ (WalWke)
ii. ³IW iV on GOD, noW on Wh\Velf, WhaW WhoX aUW commanded Wo deSend. He Zho WUXVWV in



hiV oZn heaUW iV a fool«. Self-VXfficienc\ and Velf-deSendence haYe been Whe UXin of
mankind eYeU Vince Whe fall of Adam. The gUand Vin of Whe hXman Uace iV WheiU conWinXal
endeaYoXU Wo liYe indeSendenWl\ of God.´ (ClaUke)
d. In all \oXU Za\V acknoZledge Him: TUXVWing God ZiWh all oXU heaUW meanV Wo honoU
and acknoZledge Him in all WhaW Ze do. IW iV Whe choice Wo ³inYiWe´ God inWo oXU
eYeU\da\ life and condXcW. IW iV Wo SUacWice Whe SUeVence of God in Whe UegXlaU and
VomeWimeV mXndane WhingV WhaW haSSen eYeU\ da\.
i. In all \oXU Za\V acknoZledge: ³AVk coXnVel aW hiV moXWh, aim aW hiV gloU\, be
eYeUmoUe in Whe VenVe of hiV SUeVence, and lighW of hiV coXnWenance.´ (TUaSS)

e. He Vhall diUecW \oXU SaWhV: ThiV iV Whe gUeaW SUinciSle of God¶V UeVSonVe WoZaUdV
WhoVe Zho WUXVW Him in Whe Za\ deVcUibed in Whe SUeYioXV lineV. When Ze acknoZledge
Him in oXU Za\V, He Zill diUecW oXU SaWhV in Whe fXlfillmenW of HiV Zill, inWo ZhaW iV
UighW befoUe Him and SleaVing Wo XV.
i. MoUe Whan a feZ aUe afUaid Wo haYe God diUecW WheiU SaWhV. The\ ZoXld mXch UaWheU
diUecW WhemVelYeV! ThiV, fXndamenWall\, iV Whe heaUW WhaW doeV noW WUXVW in Whe LoUd ZiWh
all Whe heaUW. The VXUUendeUed heaUW delighWV in God¶V diUecWion and in God¶V SaWhV.
ii. One of Whe moVW fUeTXenWl\ aVked TXeVWionV among belieYeUV iV, ³HoZ can I knoZ Whe
Zill of God?´ In SUinciSle, Solomon gaYe a ZondeUfXl anVZeU in PUoYeUbV 3:5-6. When
Ze:
ā Decide Wo SXW oXU WUXVW in Whe LoUd.
ā Decide Wo noW WUXVW in oXU oZn XndeUVWanding, bXW giYe aWWenWion and SUioUiW\ Wo God¶V
UeYealed ZoUd.
ā Decide Wo acknoZledge and honoU God in all WhaW Ze do.
When Ze do WhoVe WhingV, Ze can WUXVW WhaW God Zill diUecW oXU SaWhV. We can go
foUZaUd in Seace, belieYing WhaW WhUoXgh HiV ZoUd, WhUoXgh Whe leading of Whe Hol\
SSiUiW, WhUoXgh Whe coXnVel of oWheUV, WhUoXgh godl\ common VenVe, and WhUoXgh life
ciUcXmVWanceV, God Zill diUecW oXU SaWhV. We Zill Zalk along oXU Za\ of life and come
Wo Vee WhaW Ze haYe been on Whe SaWh God inWended all along.
iii. G. CamSbell MoUgan gaYe hiV oZn WeVWimon\ Wo Whe WUXWh of PUoYeUbV 3:5-6: ³The
meaVXUe in Zhich I haYe WUXVWed JehoYah and acknoZledged Him, haV been Whe
meaVXUe of Zalking in Whe SaWhV of Ueal life.´
3. (7-8) Walk UighWl\ ZiWh God b\ a hXmble, UeYeUenW life.
Do noW be ZiVe in \oXU oZn e\eV;
FeaU Whe LoUd and deSaUW fUom eYil.
IW Zill be healWh Wo \oXU fleVh,
And VWUengWh Wo \oXU boneV.
a. Do noW be ZiVe in \oXU oZn e\eV: We can UegaUd WhiV aV an e[SlanaWion of ZhaW iW
meanV Wo lean on one¶V oZn XndeUVWanding (PUoYeUbV 3:5). IW iV Wo UegaUd oXU ZiVdom
aV beWWeU and gUeaWeU Whan God¶V.
i. DonoW be ZiVe in \oXU oZn e\eV:³Be noW SXffed XS ZiWh Yain conceiW of Whine oZn
ZiVdom, aV if WhaW ZeUe VXfficienW foU Whe condXcW of all Whine affaiUV ZiWhoXW diUecWion oU
aVViVWance fUom God, oU ZiWhoXW Whe adYice of oWheUV.´ (Poole)
b. FeaU Whe LoUd and deSaUW fUom eYil: ThiV iV Whe naWXUal UeVXlW of WUXVWing God. AV Ze
WUXVW Him, Ze come Wo knoZ Him beWWeU, leading Wo naWXUal UeYeUence and aZe (Wo feaU
Whe LoUd). AV Ze WUXVW Him, Ze aUe dUaZn moUe Wo God and fXUWheU fUom eYil.
c. IW Zill be healWh Wo \oXU fleVh: A life of VXUUendeU and WUXVW in God haV Ueal benefiWV
Wo Whe healWh of Whe WUXVWing one. IW giYeV a gUeaWeU VenVe of Seace and VWUengWh WhaW



one ZoXld noW haYe aSaUW fUom a life of WUXVW and VXUUendeU Wo God.
i. FleVh iV liWeUall\ naYel and iV XVXall\ Waken aV a cenWeU SoinW UefeUUing Wo Whe enWiUe
bod\.

4. (9-10) Walk UighWl\ ZiWh God in UegaUd Wo \oXU SoVVeVVionV.
HonoU Whe LoUd ZiWh \oXU SoVVeVVionV,
And ZiWh Whe fiUVWfUXiWV of all \oXU incUeaVe;
So \oXU baUnV Zill be filled ZiWh SlenW\,
And \oXU YaWV Zill oYeUfloZ ZiWh neZ Zine.
a. HonoU Whe LoUd ZiWh \oXU SoVVeVVionV: ThiV iV anoWheU SUacWical Za\ Wo VhoZ WhaW
\oX do WUXVW in Whe LoUd ZiWh all \oXU heaUW (PUoYeUbV 3:5). When Ze WUXl\ WUXVW Him, Ze
can honoU Him ZiWh geneUoViW\ WhaW Ueali]eV He iV Whe gUeaW SUoYideU and God haV
ine[haXVWible UeVoXUceV.
i. Man\ commenWaWoUV noWe WhaW Whe ZoUd honoU haV a connecWion ZiWh VacUifice.
³CommenWaUieV noWe WhaW WhiV iV Whe onl\ Slace ZheUe PUoYeUbV allXdeV Wo Whe ceUemonial
ZoUVhiS«. PUoYeUbV iV noW Vo mXch conceUning iWVelf ZiWh ceUemonial Ueligion heUe aV iW
iV e[hoUWing Whe UeadeU Wo demonVWUaWe gUaWiWXde WoZaUd and confidence in God (UaWheU
Whan in ZealWh).´ (GaUUeWW)
ii. ³The WhiUd Siece of adYice iV Wo giYe back Wo God Vome of one¶V ZealWh aV a VacUifice
in UecogniWion WhaW God gaYe iW.´ (RoVV)
b. WiWh Whe fiUVWfUXiWV of all \oXU incUeaVe: AccoUding Wo Whe SUinciSle of Whe VacUifice
of Whe fiUVWfUXiWV, Ze VhoXld giYe Wo God Whe fiUVW and beVW. If Ze Zill WUXl\ honoU
Whe LoUd ZiWh oXU giYing, iW Zon¶W be ZiWh Whe laVW and lefWoYeUV.
i. FiUVWfUXiWV: ³IW WakeV on Whe Wechnical VenVe of offeUing Whe beVW of maWeUial WhingV.´
(WalWke)
ii. The SUinciSle of fiUVWfUXiWV alVo meanV WhaW Ze giYe Wo God in acWiYe anWiciSaWion WhaW
He Zill SUoYide moUe. We honoU Him b\ Whinking, ³I can giYe YoX Whe fiUVW and Whe beVW
becaXVe I knoZ YoX can and Zill giYe mXch moUe.´
iii. ³The Old TeVWamenW JeZV bUoXghW Whe LoUd Whe fiUVWlingV of WheiU flockV (E[odXV 13:1-
2) and Whe fiUVWfUXiWV of WheiU fieldV (LeYiWicXV 23:9-14), and in WhiV Za\ acknoZledged
HiV goodneVV and VoYeUeignW\.´ (WieUVbe)
c. So \oXU baUnV Zill be filled ZiWh SlenW\: ThiV iV a ZondeUfXl SUinciSle. God iV Whe
maVWeU and diVWUibXWoU of XnlimiWed UeVoXUceV. He knoZV hoZ Wo SUoVSeU and Wake caUe
of WhoVe Zho honoU Him ZiWh Whe UeVoXUceV He haV giYen Wo Whem.
i. NeZ Zine: ³NeZ Zine, accoUding Wo F. S. FiW]VimmondV, µUeSUeVenWV Zine made fUom
Whe fiUVW dUiSSingV of Whe jXice befoUe Whe ZineSUeVV ZaV WUodden. AV VXch iW ZoXld be
SaUWicXlaUl\ SoWenW.¶´ (WalWke)
B. M\ Von, UeceiYe Whe haUd leVVonV of ZiVdom.
1. (11-12) ReceiYing coUUecWion fUom God ZiWh Whe UighW heaUW.
M\ Von, do noW deVSiVe Whe chaVWening of Whe LoUd,
NoU deWeVW HiV coUUecWion;
FoU Zhom Whe LoUd loYeV He coUUecWV,
JXVW aV a faWheU Whe Von in Zhom he delighWV.

a. Do noW deVSiVe Whe chaVWening of Whe LoUd: In giYing adYice Wo hiV Von, Solomon
WaXghW him hoZ Wo UegaUd coUUecWion oU diVciSline fUom God, Whe chaVWening of
Whe LoUd.
i. ³The ZoUd mXVaU [chaVWening] VignifieV coUUecWion, diVciSline,



and inVWUXcWion. Teaching iV eVVenWiall\ neceVVaU\ Wo VhoZ Whe man Whe Za\ in Zhich he
iV Wo go; diVciSline iV neceVVaU\ Wo UendeU WhaW Weaching effecWXal; and,
ofWen, coUUecWion iV UeTXiViWe in oUdeU Wo bUing Whe mind inWo VXbmiVVion, ZiWhoXW Zhich
iW cannoW acTXiUe knoZledge.´ (ClaUke)
ii. ³When Whe faWheU¶V admoniWionV aUe YiolaWed, Whe Von can e[SecW Whe LoUd Wo back iW
XS ZiWh a ³VSanking´ Wo SUeYenW Whe ZUong fUom becoming habiWXal.´ (WalWke)
iii. We ma\ deVSiVe God¶V chaVWening, ³B\ accoXnWing iW an XnneceVVaU\, and XVeleVV,
and WUoXbleVome Whing.´ (Poole)
iY. The ZUiWeU Wo Whe HebUeZV TXoWeV WhiV SaVVage in hiV encoXUagemenW WhaW ChUiVWianV
VhoXld endXUe WheiU oZn VeaVonV of chaVWening and Whe diVcoXUagemenW WhaW ofWen
comeV ZiWh iW. The\ coXld be encoXUaged in knoZing WhaW VXch VXffeUing iV a Vign of
VonVhiS.
b. NoU deWeVW HiV coUUecWion: ThiV iV Zhen God eiWheU bUingV oU alloZV Vome
diVcomfoUW oU afflicWion in Whe life of Whe belieYeU foU Whe good of:
ā E[SoVing a Vin oU eYil noW SUeYioXVl\ Veen.
ā ShoZing Whe naWXUe of Whe SUoblem and need Wo addUeVV iW.
ā DiVcoXUaging Whe SUeYioXV embUace of Whe Vin oU eYil.
ā GXiding Wo Whe UejecWion of Vin oU eYil and embUace of God¶V beVW.
i. The SaUWicXlaU diVcomfoUW oU afflicWion coXld come in man\ Za\V. God ma\ do iW
WhUoXgh Whe inZaUd conYicWion of Whe Hol\ SSiUiW. IW ma\ come WhUoXgh cUiWicV and
adYeUVaUieV. IW ma\ come WhUoXgh diVaSSoinWing and VoXU ciUcXmVWanceV. HoZeYeU iW
ma\ come, iW Zill noW feel good, bXW befoUe God coXld be alloZed Wo do mXch good in
Whe life of Whe belieYeU.
ii. ³µDiVciSline¶ SUimaUil\ inYolYeV Weaching oU WUaining UaWheU Whan SXniVhmenW foU
ZUongdoing. IW iV analogoXV Wo miliWaU\ WUaining, in Zhich, alWhoXgh Whe WhUeaW of
SXniVhmenW iV SUeVenW, eYen VWeUn diVciSline iV noW neceVVaUil\ UeWUibXWion foU offenVeV.
HaUdVhiS and coUUecWion aUe inYolYed, hoZeYeU, Zhich aUe alZa\V haUd Wo acceSW.´
(GaUUeWW)
iii. ³The LoUd¶V diVciSline iV like WhaW in a famil\, noW in a Vchool, leW alone in a SUiVon.
The LoUd coUUecWV hiV childUen and doeV noW WUeaW Whem aV cUiminalV. µI loYe Whe Uod of
m\ heaYenl\ FaWheU,¶ e[claimed Whe VainWl\ FleWcheU. µHoZ genWle aUe Whe VWUiSeV I feel.
HoZ heaY\ WhoVe I deVeUYe.¶´ (BUidgeV)
c. FoU Zhom Whe LoUd loYeV He coUUecWV: Seen UighWl\, God¶V coUUecWion of HiV SeoSle
iV a ZondeUfXl Vign of HiV loYe. In oXU inVWincWiYe deViUe foU eaVe and comfoUW Ze ofWen

ZiVh God ZoXld noW coUUecW XV. YeW becaXVe He loYeV and delighWV in XV, accoUding Wo
HiV ZiVdom He Zill deal ZiWh oXU VinV, ZeakneVVeV, and failingV.
i. A faWheU Zho WUXl\ loYeV hiV childUen Zill coUUecW Whem aSSUoSUiaWel\. FoU a faWheU Wo
leaYe VinV and failingV XncoUUecWed iV noW a Vign of loYe; iW iV a Vign of indiffeUence and
Whe VelfiVh diVUegaUd WhaW ofWen accomSanieV indiffeUence.
ii. ³C. S. LeZiV illXVWUaWeV Whe WUXWh b\ noWing WhaW an aUWiVW ma\ noW Wake mXch WUoXble
oYeU a SicWXUe dUaZn Wo amXVe a child, bXW he WakeV endleVV effoUW oYeU hiV gUeaW ZoUk
of aUW WhaW he loYeV.´ (WalWke)
iii. ³SomeWimeV He chaVWenV becaXVe Ze haYe Uebelled and need Wo UeSenW; oWheU WimeV
He chaVWenV Wo keeS XV fUom Vinning and Wo SUeSaUe XV foU HiV VSecial bleVVing. No
maWWeU hoZ mXch Whe e[SeUience hXUWV XV, iW Zill neYeU haUm XV, becaXVe God alZa\V
chaVWenV in loYe.´ (WieUVbe)
2. (13-18) The ZondeUfXl benefiWV of God¶V coUUecWion.



HaSS\ iV Whe man Zho findV ZiVdom,
And Whe man Zho gainV XndeUVWanding;
FoU heU SUoceedV aUe beWWeU Whan Whe SUofiWV of VilYeU,
And heU gain Whan fine gold.
She iV moUe SUecioXV Whan UXbieV,
And all Whe WhingV \oX ma\ deViUe cannoW comSaUe ZiWh heU.
LengWh of da\V iV in heU UighW hand,
In heU lefW hand UicheV and honoU.
HeU Za\V aUe Za\V of SleaVanWneVV,
And all heU SaWhV aUe Seace.
She iV a WUee of life Wo WhoVe Zho Wake hold of heU,
And haSS\ aUe all Zho UeWain heU.
a. HaSS\ iV Whe man Zho findV ZiVdom: Solomon longed foU hiV Von (and all Zho
ZoXld Uead PUoYeUbV) Wo Veek afWeU ZiVdom. In Whe feaU of Whe
LoUd, ZiVdom and XndeUVWanding (ofWen Whe UeVXlW of God¶V loYing coUUecWion) ZoXld
gXide men and Zomen inWo a WUXl\ haSS\ life.
i. HaSS\: ³µBleVVed¶ deVcUibeV heaYenl\ bliVV VWemming fUom being UighW ZiWh God; iW
deSicWV Whe hXman condiWion of Zell being WhaW comeV ZiWh God¶V bleVVing oU aV a diYine
UeZaUd foU UighWeoXVneVV.´ (RoVV)
ii. HaSS\: ³IV ZiVdom a VXllen maWUon Zho enWeUWainV heU folloZeUV onl\ ZiWh VighV and
WeaUV? DoeV WhiV mean WhaW Wo gain Whe jo\V of Whe ne[W life Ze mXVW bid eWeUnal faUeZell
Wo Whe benefiWV of WhiV life?« ThiV iV Whe ZoUld¶V cUeed, and iW iV a VlandeU fUom Whe gUeaW
liaU.´ (BUidgeV)
b. HeU SUoceedV aUe beWWeU Whan Whe SUofiWV of VilYeU: WiVdom (eVSeciall\ WhaW Zhich
comeV fUom God¶V coUUecWion) iV beWWeU Whan maWeUial gain. IW imSaUWV Whe kind of
chaUacWeU and WUaining WhaW bUingV conWenWmenW and TXaliW\ of life WhaW mone\ can¶W
SUoYide.
i. Solomon VoXghW ZiVdom and God Wook caUe of Whe UeVW (1 KingV 3:9).

c. All Whe WhingV \oX ma\ deViUe cannoW comSaUe ZiWh heU: ThiV ZiVdom iV gUeaWeU
Whan all kindV of UicheV ± VilYeU, fine gold, oU UXbieV. To haYe Whe ZiVdom WhaW comeV
fUom God¶V loYing coUUecWion iV Wo haYe VomeWhing beWWeU Whan maWeUial ZealWh.
i. B\ inheUiWance fUom hiV faWheU and WhUoXgh hiV oZn VhUeZd bXVineVV dealingV,
Solomon ZaV a fabXloXVl\ ZealWh\ man (2 ChUonicleV 9:22). In a Za\ WhaW feZ ZoXld
eYeU knoZ, Solomon kneZ WhaW Whe bleVVingV of UelaWionVhiS ZiWh God and godl\
chaUacWeU ZeUe gUeaWeU Whan all WhaW a man ma\ deViUe of maWeUial WhingV.
d. LengWh of da\V iV in heU UighW hand: In SUinciSle, ZiVdom bUingV man\ benefiWV.
WiVe SeoSle liYe longeU, enjo\ gUeaW SUoVSeUiW\ (UicheV) and eVWeem (honoU). The\ liYe
liYeV maUked b\ SleaVanWneVV, b\ Seace, and b\ haSSineVV (haSS\ aUe all Zho UeWain
heU).
i. ³WiVdom iV heUe UeSUeVenWed aV a gUeaW and geneUoXV SUinceVV diVWUibXWing gifWV Wo heU
VXbjecWV.´ (Poole)
ii. She iV a WUee of life: ³AllXding moVW manifeVWl\ Wo Whe WUee Vo called Zhich God in Whe
beginning SlanWed in Whe gaUden of PaUadiVe, b\ eaWing Whe fUXiW of Zhich all Whe ZaVWeV
of naWXUe mighW haYe been conWinXall\ UeSaiUed, Vo aV Wo SUeYenW deaWh foU eYeU.´
(ClaUke)
C. M\ Von, YalXe ZiVe liYing befoUe God and man.
1. (19-20) The ZiVe CUeaWoU.



The LoUd b\ ZiVdom foXnded Whe eaUWh;
B\ XndeUVWanding He eVWabliVhed Whe heaYenV;
B\ HiV knoZledge Whe deSWhV ZeUe bUoken XS,
And cloXdV dUoS doZn Whe deZ.
a. The LoUd b\ ZiVdom foXnded Whe eaUWh: In HiV ZoUk of cUeaWion, God VhoZed
gUeaW ZiVdom. ThiV iV UemaUkabl\ Veen in boWh Whe laUge feaWXUeV and Vmall deWailV of
cUeaWion. The XniYeUVe aUoXnd XV haV Whe maUkV of a bUillianW DeVigneU ZhoVe deVign
VhoZV HiV ZiVdom.
i. God¶V Velf-UeYelaWion WhUoXgh HiV cUeaWion iV an imSoUWanW Wheme of RomanV 1:18-20,
Zhich alVo deVcUibeV Whe gXilW of mankind in ignoUing and UejecWing God¶V Velf-UeYelaWion
WhUoXgh ZhaW He cUeaWed.
ii. ³ThiV VecWion VhoZV WhaW Whe ZiVdom WhaW diUecWV life iV Whe Vame ZiVdom WhaW cUeaWed
Whe XniYeUVe (Vee diVcXVVion on PUoYeUbV 8:20-31); Wo VXUUendeU Wo God¶V ZiVdom iV Wo
SXW oneVelf in haUmon\ ZiWh cUeaWion, Whe ZoUld aUoXnd one.´ (RoVV)
b. B\ XndeUVWanding He eVWabliVhed Whe heaYenV: God¶V cUeaWiYe ZiVdom iV Veen in
Whe VmalleVW deWailV of Whe Vingle cell, bXW alVo in Whe e[SanViYe majeVW\ of Whe heaYenV.
In HiV gUeaW XndeUVWanding God cUeaWed a XniYeUVe WhaW Vome call ³jXVW UighW.´
AccoUding Wo Sh\ViciVWV and VcienWiVWV, Ze liYe in a jXVW UighW XniYeUVe.
i. EVWabliVhed Whe heaYenV:³OU fiWWed oU oUdeUed Whem; fUamed Whem in WhaW e[TXiViWe
oUdeU Zhich noZ Whe\ haYe.´ (Poole)
ii. The XniYeUVe haV a jXVW-UighW gUaYiWaWional foUce. If iW ZeUe laUgeU, Whe VWaUV ZoXld be
Woo hoW and ZoXld bXUn XS Woo TXickl\ and Woo XneYenl\ Wo VXSSoUW life. If iW ZaV

VmalleU, Whe VWaUV ZoXld Uemain Vo cool, nXcleaU fXVion ZoXld neYeU igniWe, and WheUe
ZoXld be no heaW and lighW.
iii. The XniYeUVe haV a jXVW-UighW VSeed of lighW. If iW ZeUe laUgeU, VWaUV ZoXld Vend oXW
Woo mXch lighW. If iW ZeUe VmalleU, VWaUV ZoXld noW Vend oXW enoXgh lighW.
iY. The XniYeUVe haV a jXVW-UighW aYeUage diVWance beWZeen Whe VWaUV. If iW ZeUe laUgeU,
Whe heaY\ elemenW denViW\ ZoXld be Woo Whin foU Uock\ SlaneWV Wo foUm, and WheUe ZoXld
onl\ be gaVeoXV SlaneWV. If iW ZeUe VmalleU, SlaneWaU\ oUbiWV ZoXld become deVWabili]ed
becaXVe of Whe gUaYiWaWional SXll fUom oWheU VWaUV.
c. B\ HiV knoZledge Whe deSWhV ZeUe bUoken XS: ThiV iV likel\ a UefeUence Wo ZhaW
haSSened aW Whe flood deVcUibed in Noah¶V da\ (GeneViV 7:11). God kneZ WhaW VXch a
jXdgmenW ZaV neceVVaU\, and He kneZ hoZ Wo make iW haSSen. The Uadical ecological
changeV VXggeVWed b\ Whe flood of Noah SoVVibl\ VeW in moWion oXU eaUWh¶V modeUn
h\dUological V\VWem (cloXdV dUoS doZn Whe deZ).
i. DUoS doZn Whe deZ: ³The ZeVW Zind afWeU VXnVeW bUingV enoXgh moiVWXUe of Whe Vea
ZiWh iW WhaW dXUing Whe nighW iW fallV in Uich deZ (Wal; cf. Song of Solomon 5:2). In
Canaan¶V almoVW UainleVV VXmmeU Whe land ZaV deSendenW on WhiV moiVWXUe foU life, and
Vo deZ ZaV moUe imSUeVViYe Wo OUienWalV Whan Wo WeVWeUneUV Zho, haYing a moUe
abXndanW amoXnW of Uainfall, haYe leVV deSendence on deZ.´ (WalWke)
2. (21-22) GiYing aWWenWion Wo God¶V ZiVdom.
M\ Von, leW Whem noW deSaUW fUom \oXU e\eV²
KeeS VoXnd ZiVdom and diVcUeWion;
So Whe\ Zill be life Wo \oXU VoXl
And gUace Wo \oXU neck.
a. LeW Whem noW deSaUW fUom \oXU e\eV: Solomon Wold hiV Von Whe imSoUWance of
conVWanW aWWenWion Wo God¶V ZiVdom and diVcUeWion. ThiV UeTXiUeV noW onl\ a life-



diligence, bXW alVo an aSSUoSUiaWel\ VXUUendeUed heaUW WhaW Uecogni]eV WhaW
God¶V ZiVdom and diVcUeWion aUe gUeaWeU Whan m\ oZn.
b. The\ Zill be life Wo \oXU VoXl: ConVWanW aWWenWion Wo God¶V ZiVdom and
diVcUeWion bUingV Ueal benefiW Wo life.
3. (23-26) The VafeW\ of Zalking in God¶V ZiVdom.
Then \oX Zill Zalk Vafel\ in \oXU Za\,
And \oXU fooW Zill noW VWXmble.
When \oX lie doZn, \oX Zill noW be afUaid;
YeV, \oX Zill lie doZn and \oXU VleeS Zill be VZeeW.
Do noW be afUaid of VXdden WeUUoU,
NoU of WUoXble fUom Whe Zicked Zhen iW comeV;
FoU Whe LoUd Zill be \oXU confidence,
And Zill keeS \oXU fooW fUom being caXghW.
a. YoX Zill Zalk Vafel\ in \oXU Za\: In SUinciSle, God gXideV WhoVe Zho honoU HiV
ZiVdom inWo SaWhV of VafeW\. TheUe iV noWhing VafeU Whan liYing in Whe ZiVdom and Zill of
God.

b. The LoUd Zill be \oXU confidence: The ZiVe life can leW go of feaU (\oX Zill noW be
afUaid) and in Whe UeleaVe of an[ieW\ knoZ Whe bleVVing of VleeS. ConfidenW in God, Ze
need noW be afUaid of VXdden WeUUoU oU WUoXble fUom Whe Zicked.
i. YoXU VleeS Zill be VZeeW: ³FUee fUom diVWUacWing caUeV and WeUUoUV, Zhich ofWWimeV
haXnW VinneUV eYen in WheiU VleeS, becaXVe Wh\ mind Vhall be comSoVed and VeUene
WhUoXgh Whe VenVe of God¶V faYoXU and SUoYidence, and Whe conVcience of Whine oZn
inWegUiW\.´ (Poole)
ii. ³Wicked men¶V VleeS iV ofWen WUoXbleVome, WhUoXgh Whe ZoUkingV of WheiU eYil
conVcienceV; aV oXU RichaUd III, afWeU Whe mXUdeU of hiV oZn WZo innocenW neSheZV, had
feaUfXl dUeamV.´ (TUaSS)
iii. ³When PeWeU ZaV in SUiVon, in chainV, beWZeen WZo VoldieUV, on Whe eYe of hiV
e[SecWed e[ecXWion, Zhen WheUe Veemed bXW a VWeS beWZeen him and deaWh, he ZaV
able Wo lie doZn and noW be afUaid.´ (BUidgeV)
4. (27-30) Some leVVonV fUom God¶V ZiVdom.
Do noW ZiWhhold good fUom WhoVe Wo Zhom iW iV dXe,
When iW iV in Whe SoZeU of \oXU hand Wo do Vo.
Do noW Va\ Wo \oXU neighboU,
³Go, and come back,
And WomoUUoZ I Zill giYe iW,´
When \oX haYe iW ZiWh \oX.
Do noW deYiVe eYil againVW \oXU neighboU,
FoU he dZellV b\ \oX foU VafeW\¶V Vake.
Do noW VWUiYe ZiWh a man ZiWhoXW caXVe,
If he haV done \oX no haUm.
a. Do noW ZiWhhold good fUom WhoVe Wo Zhom iW iV dXe: HeUe Solomon gaYe Vome
SUacWical e[amSleV of Whe leVVonV ZiVdom WeacheV. He began ZiWh Whe VimSle SUinciSle
WhaW Ze VhoXld do good Zhen iW iV in Whe SoZeU of oXU hand Wo do Vo.
i. ³Do noW UefXVe a kindneVV Zhen iW iV in Wh\ SoZeU Wo SeUfoUm iW. If WhoX haYe Whe
meanV b\ Whee, and Wh\ neighboXU¶V neceVViWieV be SUeVVing, do noW SXW him off Will
Whe moUUoZ. DeaWh ma\ Wake eiWheU him oU Whee befoUe WhaW Wime.´ (ClaUke)
ii. ThoVe Wo Zhom iW iV dXe: ³Ma\ be laboUeUV Zho haYe eaUned WheiU Sa\, Whe SooU



Zho UighWl\ Slead foU helS, oU VXSSlianWV aW Whe ciW\ gaWeV Zho call foU jXVWice.´ (GaUUeWW)
iii. To Zhom iW iV dXe: ³The HebUeZ of PUoYeUbV 3:27a (µ«fUom iWV oZneUV¶) bUingV oXW
Whe injXVWice, noW meUel\ inconVideUaWeneVV, of dela\.´ (KidneU)
b. Do noW Va\ Wo \oXU neighboU: The good Ze VhoXld do VhoXld be done SUomSWl\,
Zhile oSSoUWXniW\ VWill e[iVWV. If Ze leaYe iW Wo WomoUUoZ, iW ma\ neYeU haSSen ± and Zill
ceUWainl\ noW haSSen aV Voon aV iW coXld and VhoXld.
c. Do noW deYiVe eYil againVW \oXU neighboU: God¶V ZiVdom WeacheV XV Wo WUeaW oWheUV
Zell. Since oXU oZn VecXUiW\ and VafeW\ aUe connecWed Wo Whe good of oXU neighboU,
When foU VafeW\¶V Vake Ze VhoXld noW VWUiYe ZiWh oXU neighboU Zhen WheUe iV no caXVe
(if he haV done \oX no haUm).

i. Do noW deYiVe: ³Do noW Slan UendeUV a YeUb meaning concUeWel\ µWo SloZ¶ and
figXUaWiYel\, alZa\V eWhical, µWo SUeSaUe [i.e., Slan]¶ good oU eYil deedV.´ (WalWke)
ii. ³Do noW be of a liWigioXV, TXaUUelVome VSiUiW. Be noW XndeU Whe inflXence of Woo nice a
VenVe of honoXU. If WhoX mXVW aSSeal Wo jXdicial aXWhoUiW\ Wo bUing him WhaW ZUongV Whee
Wo UeaVon, aYoid all enmiW\, and do noWhing in a VSiUiW of UeYenge.´ (ClaUke)
iii. ³We mXVW beZaUe of becoming inYolYed in TXaUUelV (PUoYeUbV 17:14; 18:6; 25:8-9)
inVWead of SXUVXing Seace (RomanV 12:18). A VSiUiW of VWUife iV a gUeaW hindUance Wo
holineVV (HebUeZV 12:14; ColoVVianV 3:12-15) and iV inconViVWenW foU an\ of God¶V
VeUYanWV (2 TimoWh\ 2:24). (BUidgeV)
5. (31-35) The benefiW of a life WhaW loYeV God¶V ZiVdom.
Do noW enY\ Whe oSSUeVVoU,
And chooVe none of hiV Za\V;
FoU Whe SeUYeUVe SeUVon iV an abominaWion Wo Whe LoUd,
BXW HiV VecUeW coXnVel iV ZiWh Whe XSUighW.
The cXUVe of Whe LoUd iV on Whe hoXVe of Whe Zicked,
BXW He bleVVeV Whe home of Whe jXVW.
SXUel\ He VcoUnV Whe VcoUnfXl,
BXW giYeV gUace Wo Whe hXmble.
The ZiVe Vhall inheUiW gloU\,
BXW Vhame Vhall be Whe legac\ of foolV.
a. Do noW enY\ Whe oSSUeVVoU: WiVdom WeacheV XV WhaW WhoXgh Whe Za\ of Whe Zicked
ma\ Veem good and aW WimeV enYiable, Ze VhoXld chooVe none of hiV Za\V. In honoU
Wo God, in loYe Wo oWheUV, and in ZiVdom of life Ze VhoXld neYeU oSSUeVV oWheUV (aV
JeVXV Vaid in MaWWheZ 10:25-28 and oWheU SaVVageV).
b. The SeUYeUVe SeUVon iV an abominaWion Wo Whe LoUd: We VhoXld noW enY\ oU
imiWaWe Whe oSSUeVVoU becaXVe God knoZV hoZ and Zhen Wo jXdge VXch Zicked.
God bleVVeV Whe home of Whe jXVW, bXW He alVo VcoUnV Whe VcoUnfXl. The WemSoUaU\
SUoVSeUiW\ of Whe Zicked VhoXld neYeU make XV enY\ oU imiWaWe Whem.
i. The SeUYeUVe SeUVon: ³The LoUd abhoUV inWUigXe, bXW SeoSle Zho aUe candid and
XSUighW, Zho knoZ Whe YiUWXe of oSenneVV and VimSliciW\, haYe hiV eaU.´ (WalWke)
c. He VcoUnV Whe VcoUnfXl, bXW giYeV gUace Wo Whe hXmble: ThiV ZondeUfXl SUinciSle iV
UeSeaWed WhUee WimeV in Whe Bible (alVo in JameV 4:6 and 1 PeWeU 5:5). IW VhoZV hoZ
SUide VeWV God in oSSoViWion Wo XV, bXW hXmiliW\ inYiWeV Whe gUace of God. We ZanW Wo
be hXmble and UeceiYe God¶V gUace.
i. TheUe iV a VenVe in Zhich Solomon VSoke of ZiVdom and hXmiliW\ aV being cloVel\
UelaWed. ThoVe Zho aUe ZiVe enoXgh Wo Vee God aV He Ueall\ iV and oXUVelYeV aV Ze
Ueall\ aUe Zill haYe a naWXUal and aSSUoSUiaWe hXmiliW\.



ii. JameV 4:6 and 1 PeWeU 5:5 TXoWe Whe SeSWXaginW WUanVlaWion of WhiV YeUVe, Zhich ± if
an\Whing ± VofWened Whe foUce of Whe HebUeZ ShUaVing heUe. ³The YeUVe XVeV a VWUong
anWhUoSomoUShic idea: µHe mockV Whe SUoXd mockeUV.¶ The LXX [SeSWXaginW] haV a
VofWened inWeUSUeWaWion: µThe LoUd UeViVWV Whe SUoXd¶.´ (RoVV)

d. The ZiVe Vhall inheUiW gloU\: WhaWeYeU e[alWaWion Whe Zicked Veem Wo haYe, iW iV
onl\ WemSoUaU\. TheiU legac\ Vhall be Vhame, bXW God haV a deVWin\ of gloU\ foU HiV
ZiVe, hXmble oneV.
i. InheUiW gloU\: ³NoW haYe iW onl\, bXW inheUiW iW«Whe\ Vhall haYe iW aV WheiU SUoSeU,
SeUfecW, and SeUSeWXal UighW.´ (TUaSS)
ii. ³B\ conWUaVW, foolV aUe WhoVe Zho acTXiUe oU eaUn, noW inheUiW, b\ WheiU inWUacWabiliW\,
SXblic Vhame.´ (WalWke)
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