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JDFRE ZDV WKH IDWKHU RI JRVHSK WKH KXVEDQG RI 0DU\, E\ ZKRP JHVXV ZDV ERUQ, ZKR LV FDOOHG
WKH 0HVVLDK.
17 6R DOO WKH JHQHUDWLRQV IURP AEUDKDP WR DDYLG DUH IRXUWHHQ JHQHUDWLRQV; IURP DDYLG WR WKH
GHSRUWDWLRQ WR BDE\ORQ, IRXUWHHQ JHQHUDWLRQV; DQG IURP WKH GHSRUWDWLRQ WR BDE\ORQ WR WKH
0HVVLDK, IRXUWHHQ JHQHUDWLRQV.
CRQFHSWLRQ DQG BLUWK RI JHVXV
18 1RZ WKH ELUWK RI JHVXV CKULVW ZDV DV IROORZV: ZKHQ HLV PRWKHU 0DU\ KDG EHHQ EHWURWKHG WR
JRVHSK, EHIRUH WKH\ FDPH WRJHWKHU VKH ZDV IRXQG WR EH ZLWK FKLOG E\ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW. 19 AQG
JRVHSK KHU KXVEDQG, EHLQJ D ULJKWHRXV PDQ DQG QRW ZDQWLQJ WR GLVJUDFH KHU, SODQQHG WR VHQG
KHU DZD\ VHFUHWO\. 20 BXW ZKHQ KH KDG FRQVLGHUHG WKLV, EHKROG, DQ DQJHO RI WKH LRUG DSSHDUHG WR
KLP LQ D GUHDP, VD\LQJ, ³JRVHSK, VRQ RI DDYLG, GR QRW EH DIUDLG WR WDNH 0DU\ DV \RXU ZLIH; IRU
WKH CKLOG ZKR KDV EHHQ FRQFHLYHG LQ KHU LV RI WKH HRO\ 6SLULW. 21 6KH ZLOO EHDU D 6RQ; DQG \RX VKDOO
FDOO HLV QDPH JHVXV, IRU HH ZLOO VDYH HLV SHRSOH IURP WKHLU VLQV.´ 22 1RZ DOO WKLV WRRN SODFH WR
IXOILOO ZKDW ZDV VSRNHQ E\ WKH LRUG WKURXJK WKH SURSKHW: 23 ³BHKROG, WKH YLUJLQ VKDOO EH ZLWK FKLOG
DQG VKDOO EHDU D 6RQ, DQG WKH\ VKDOO FDOO HLV QDPH IPPDQXHO,´ ZKLFK WUDQVODWHG PHDQV, ³GRG
ZLWK XV.´ 24 AQG JRVHSK DZRNH IURP KLV VOHHS DQG GLG DV WKH DQJHO RI WKH LRUG FRPPDQGHG KLP,
DQG WRRN 0DU\ DV KLV ZLIH, 25 > EXW NHSW KHU D YLUJLQ XQWLO VKH JDYH ELUWK WR D 6RQ; DQG KH FDOOHG HLV
QDPH JHVXV.

0E66A*E:
0HUU\ CKULVWPDV! HLV SODQV, HLV JUDFH

LHW¶V VWDUW ZLWK D TXHVWLRQ: ³:K\ VKRXOG ZH EH PHUU\´? AIWHU DOO, LW¶V ZKDW ZH VD\, ³0HUU\
CKULVWPDV!´

7RGD\¶V PHVVDJH LV D SHUVRQDO LQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK NH\ ILJXUHV IURP WKH BLEOH ZKRVH OLYHV LQWHUVHFW
DW WKH WLPH RI CKULVW¶V ELUWK. IW¶V SHUVRQDO EHFDXVH WKHVH VWRULHV DUH PHDQW WR DIIHFW XV; WKH\ DUH
PHDQW WR KHOS XV. 7KHVH DUH WKH VWRULHV RI JRVHSK DQG 0DU\.

7KHVH DUH WKH OLYHV RI SHRSOH ZKR ZHUH SUREDEO\ YHU\ SULYDWH, EXW EHFDXVH RI D ELJJHU VWRU\ ±
WKH VWRU\ RI JHVXV ± WKHLU OLYHV PRYHG IURP SULYDWH WR SXEOLF. :H NQRZ WKHVH SHRSOH ± 0DU\ DQG
JRVHSK ± DW OHDVW D OLWWOH. BXW SHUKDSV WKHUH LV PRUH WR EH VHHQ, LI ZH ORRN DJDLQ. AQG LI ZH GR
ORRN DJDLQ, I WKLQN ZH ZLOO ILQG DPD]LQJ JUDFH.

II ZH UHDG WKH QDWLYLW\ VWRULHV, ZH ZLOO VHH VRPHWKLQJ RI WKH FKDOOHQJHV 0DU\ DQG JRVHSK KDG WR
IDFH. HRZ GLG JRVHSK GHDO ZLWK WKH FRQIXVLRQ DQG HYHQ WKRXJKWV RI EHWUD\DO KH IDFHG? HRZ GLG
0DU\ FRPH WR WHUPV ZLWK D OLIH WKDW ZDV RQH GD\ YHU\ VLPSOH, EXW WKH QH[W ZDV LQFUHGLEO\
FKDQJHG?

:K\ ORRN DW WKLV PDQ DQG ZRPDQ? :H ORRN DW WKHP, EHFDXVH WKHLU OLYHV EHFRPH LQWLPDWHO\
FRQQHFWHG ZLWK D EDEH WKDW OLHV LQ D PDQJHU; D EDEH WKDW ZLOO HLPVHOI KDYH WKH PRVW LQFUHGLEOH
VWRU\. 7KURXJK WKHLU OLYHV, ZH ZLOO VHH VRPHWKLQJ PRUH EHKLQG WKH IDFH RI JHVXV. 7KHLU VWRULHV ±
ZKDW¶V EHKLQG WKHLU IDFHV ± KDYH EHHQ FDSWXULQJ KHDUWV IRU 2,000 \HDUV. 7KHLU VWRULHV DUH IRU XV.



:KDW LV UHYHDOHG LQ WKHP LV WR WHOO WKHLU VWRU\, EXW LW¶V DOVR UHYHDOHG WR KHOS XV FRQQHFW; WR ILQG D
UHDO FRQQHFWLRQ QRW MXVW ZLWK WKH SDVW EXW ZLWK WKH SUHVHQW, ZLWK HDFK RWKHU.

:H VKDOO QRW PDNH FRPPHQW DERXW HYHU\ GHWDLO LQ WKH QDWLYLW\ VWRULHV ± WKRXJK WKHUH LV VR PXFK
WR REVHUYH DQG VHH.

II ZH MXPS VWUDLJKW LQWR 0DWWKHZ CKDSWHU 1 ZH ZLOO ILQG ZH DUH ORRNLQJ DW D JHQHDORJ\ RU IDPLO\
KLVWRU\ RI JHVXV WKDW VWDUWV ZLWK AEUDKDP. 5HPHPEHU WKDW ROG VRQJ,

³FDWKHU AEUDKDP KDG PDQ\ VRQV
0DQ\ VRQV KDG FDWKHU AEUDKDP
I DP RQH RI WKHP DQG VR DUH \RX
6R OHW¶V MXVW SUDLVH WKH LRUG!´

0DWWKHZ¶V ILUVW FKDSWHU FRQWLQXHV RQ YHUVH DIWHU YHUVH, XQWLO ZH JHW WR YHUVH 16.

³JDFRE ZDV WKH IDWKHU RI JRVHSK WKH KXVEDQG RI 0DU\, E\ ZKRP JHVXV ZDV ERUQ, ZKR LV FDOOHG
WKH 0HVVLDK.´. 0DWWKHZ 1:16

FRU YHUVH XSRQ YHUVH, ZH ILQG PDQ\ IDWKHUV. BXW JRVHSK, ZKR ILQDOO\ JHWV PHQWLRQHG ± RK, KH LV
GHVFULEHG DV D KXVEDQG EXW QRW DV D IDWKHU. HXVEDQGV DQG IDWKHUV DUH LPSRUWDQW UHODWLRQVKLSV,
DUHQ¶W WKH\?

:H PLJKW WDNH D PRPHQW KHUH DQG WKLQN DERXW KRZ JRVHSK IHOW DERXW WKDW ± EHLQJ D KXVEDQG
EXW QRW \HW D IDWKHU. :RXOG KH KDYH KDG KRSHV RI EHLQJ D IDWKHU? 0RVW OLNHO\, HVSHFLDOO\ ZLWK
VXFK D IDPLO\ WUHH.

LHW¶V JR D OLWWOH GHHSHU.

:H PLJKW FRPSDUH JRVHSK ZLWK RQH RI WKH HDUOLHVW LQ WKH IDPLO\ OLQH, WKDW RI AEUDKDP. LHW¶V
VSHQG D OLWWOH WLPH RQ WKLV. :KDW PLJKW WKH FRQQHFWLRQ EH WKHUH? :HOO, IRU \HDUV, AEUDKDP KDG
QR FKLOGUHQ KLPVHOI. IQ IDFW, LW ZDVQ¶W XQWLO KH ZDV 86 WKDW KH KDG KLV ILUVW FKLOG, IVKPDHO. 86!!!
CDQ \RX LPDJLQH? CKDQJLQJ GLDSHUV, DQG WLPHV RI IHHGLQJ DW WKDW ULSH ROG DJH.

LHW¶V JR D OLWWOH GHHSHU«

LHW¶V UHPHPEHU VRPH EDFNJURXQG DERXW AEUDKDP. HLV QDPH LQ KLV HDUO\ GD\V ZDV DFWXDOO\
µAEUDP¶. IW¶V PHDQLQJ? µE[DOWHG FDWKHU¶. HRZ JUDQG! 7KHQ ODWHU, ZKHQ GRG FDOOHG KLP, KH ZDV
JLYHQ D QHZ QDPH, WKDW RI µAEUDKDP¶, DQG WKLV QHZ QDPH WRRN WKLQJV WR D ZKROH QHZ OHYHO: KH
ZRXOG EH µFDWKHU RI 0DQ\¶. 6R QRW MXVW H[DOWHG IDWKHU, EXW IDWKHU RI PDQ\. BXW WKHUH¶V DQ
REYLRXV SUREOHP, I KRSH \RX FDQ VHH. HH GRHVQ¶W DFWXDOO\ KDYH DQ\ FKLOGUHQ \HW.

6R, KHUH ZDV AEUDP, QRZ QDPHG AEUDKDP, D PDQ ZKR KDG WR ZDON DURXQG ZLWK WKH WLWOH RI
µH[DOWHG IDWKHU¶ ± WKRXJK ZLWK QR FKLOGUHQ ± DQG WKHQ GRG JLYHV KLP DQ HYHQ ELJJHU QDPH RI
µIDWKHU RI PDQ\¶ ± DQG VWLOO QR FKLOGUHQ ZKDWVRHYHU. :H PLJKW EH IRUJLYHQ IRU WKLQNLQJ WKDW RQ
KHDULQJ RI WKH QHZ QDPH GRG JDYH KLP WKDW AEUDP UHSOLHG WR GRG« ³GHH, WKDQNV GRG. HDUG
HQRXJK IRU P\ ILUVW QDPH, DQG QRZ WKLV?´

:KDW PXVW WKDW KDYH EHHQ OLNH IRU AEUDP/AEUDKDP? :DV KH ULGLFXOHG? DLG SHRSOH ZKLVSHU:
³HHUH FRPHV WKH IDWKHU ZLWK QR FKLOGUHQ?´ DLG KH JR WKURXJK PRPHQWV RI GRXEW? :H FDQ RQO\
FRQMHFWXUH, ULJKW?

3HUKDSV PRUH LPSRUWDQWO\, FRXOG AEUDKDP KDYH LPDJLQHG LQ DQ\ ZD\ ZKDWVRHYHU WKDW KH UHDOO\
ZRXOG EH D IDWKHU, DQG PRUH WKDQ WKDW, D IDWKHU RI PXOWLWXGHV? :KDW KRSH GLG KH KDYH ± OLYLQJ



LQ KLV HLJKWLHV ± WKDW KH ZRXOG HYHU KDYH D FKLOG? HRZ DERXW \RX? AUH \RX 80 RU VR? :KDW
ZRXOG LW IHHO OLNH WR EH LQ AEUDKDP¶V VLWXDWLRQ? IQWHUHVWLQJ, ULJKW?

1RZ FRQVLGHU JRVHSK. HHUH LV WKLV SULYDWH PDQ, D PDQ IURP D ORQJ OLQH RI UHQRZQHG PHQ. LLNH
AEUDP, KH WRR LV \HW ZLWKRXW D FKLOG. AQG, VLPLODUO\, OLIH LV JRLQJ WR GUDVWLFDOO\ FKDQJH IRU KLP DV
ZHOO. HLV QDPH DOVR VSHDNV RI SURPLVH. 7KH PHDQLQJ RI JRVHSK¶V QDPH? ³HH ZLOO DGG.´
AEUDKDP DQG JRVHSK« WKH\ DUH VLPLODU DUHQ¶W WKH\?

6R WKHQ, ³ZKDW¶V LQ D QDPH?´ :HOO, FOHDUO\ D ORW!

JRVHSK LV D PDQ ZLWKRXW D FKLOG, WKRXJK KLV QDPH NLQG RI LQWLPDWHV KH ZRXOG KDYH RQH. HH PD\
KDYH KRSHG WKDW RQH GD\ KH, WRR, ZRXOG EH GHVFULEHG LQ IDPLO\ GLVFXVVLRQV DV WKH IDWKHU RI D
QHZ JHQHUDWLRQ OLNH DOO KLV IDWKHUV EHIRUH KLP. HH PD\ KDYH LPDJLQHG EHLQJ D SURXG IDWKHU. HH
PLJKW KDYH GUHDPHG RI VLWWLQJ KLV RZQ FKLOG RQ KLV IDWKHU (JDFRE¶V) ODS. BXW GRG KDG D GLIIHUHQW
SODQ IRU JRVHSK. AQG, ZKHQ \RX WKLQN DERXW LW, WKH SODQ IRU JRVHSK ZDV JUDQGHU WKDQ WKH SODQ
HYHQ IRU AEUDKDP. JRVHSK ZRXOG EH JLYHQ WKH SULYLOHJH WR UDLVH WKH OLYLQJ 0HVVLDK KLPVHOI.
JRVHSK ZRXOG EH JLYHQ WKH SULYLOHJH WR VHH KLV FKLOG ± WKLV EDEH ± JURZ LQWR ER\KRRG, WR RYHUVHH
KLV HGXFDWLRQ; HYHQ WR DSSUHQWLFH KLP. AORQJVLGH 0DU\, JRVHSK ZRXOG KDYH D YLHZ FORVHU WKDQ
DQ\RQH HOVH... RI WKH 6RQ RI GRG! IVQ¶W WKDW DPD]LQJ! IW VXUHO\ LV!

6R, KRZ WKHQ GLG WKH ELUWK RI JHVXV FRPH DERXW? :H ILQG WKH DQVZHU EHJLQQLQJ LQ 0DWWKHZ
1:18. AQG, ZKHQ ZH UHDG WKLV SDVVDJH ZH ZLOO ILQG VRPHWKLQJ VR DPD]LQJ LW PLJKW EHJJDU EHOLHI!

³1RZ WKH ELUWK RI JHVXV CKULVW ZDV DV IROORZV: ZKHQ HLV PRWKHU 0DU\ KDG EHHQ EHWURWKHG WR
JRVHSK, EHIRUH WKH\ FDPH WRJHWKHU VKH ZDV IRXQG WR EH ZLWK FKLOG E\ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW.´ 0DWWKHZ
1:18!

JRVHSK LV 127 WKH IDWKHU!

LHW¶V FRQVLGHU VRPH EDFNJURXQG.

0DU\ LV SOHGJHG WR EH PDUULHG WR JRVHSK DQG, LQ WKLV FXOWXUH, LW LV D IRUPDO HQJDJHPHQW ± WKH\
ZHUH FRQVLGHUHG KXVEDQG DQG ZLIH; WKRXJK QR FRQVXPPDWLRQ RI WKH PDUULDJH KDG \HW
RFFXUUHG; WKRXJK WKH\ KDG QRW \HW OLYHG WRJHWKHU. IQ WKHLU FXOWXUH, RQFH \RX KDG PDGH VXFK D
SOHGJH (WR EH EHWURWKHG), LW ZDV QR HDV\ PDWWHU WR ZLWKGUDZ DQG IUHH \RXUVHOI IURP WKH
DUUDQJHPHQW. IW ZDV DV LI WKH\ ZHUH OHJDOO\ DQG ELQGLQJO\ PDUULHG.

6WDUWOLQJO\, ZH OHDUQ WKDW 0DU\ LV SUHJQDQW! BXW, (ERPEVKHOO) WKH IDWKHU LV QRW JRVHSK!! :KLFK,
RQ LWV RZQ ZRXOG EH DVWRQLVKLQJ HQRXJK, EXW WKHQ ZH VHH WKDW VKH LV JLYHQ D FKLOG IURP WKH HRO\
6SLULW!!! AQG, MXVW WR DGG RQH IXUWKHU OD\HU, DV PXFK DV ZH FDQ XQGHUVWDQG, 0DU\ KDV SUREDEO\
EHHQ SUHJQDQW IRU WKUHH PRQWKV (LI ZH LQYHVWLJDWH WKH QDWLYLW\ SDVVDJHV RI LXNH)!!!! AQG... LI
WKDW ZDVQ¶W HQRXJK, OHW¶V UHDG WKH IROORZLQJ 6FULSWXUH:

³IQ WKRVH GD\V 0DU\ VHW RXW DQG ZHQW ZLWK KDVWH WR D JXGHDQ WRZQ LQ WKH KLOO FRXQWU\, ZKHUH VKH
HQWHUHG WKH KRXVH RI =HFKDULDK DQG JUHHWHG EOL]DEHWK.´ LXNH 1:39-40

LHW¶V UHFDS. JRVHSK FRPHV IURP D ORQJ OLQH RI IDWKHUV. AQG WKH\ DUH DPD]LQJ IDWKHUV. HRQRUHG
DQG UHYHUHG! JRVHSK PHHWV D JLUO, 0DU\. EYHU\WKLQJ LV ORRNLQJ URV\. HH LV SOHGJHG WR EH
PDUULHG. HLV GUHDPV RI DGGLQJ WR WKH JUHDW IDPLO\ WUHH VHH GHVWLQHG WR EH IXOILOOHG DQG KH FRXOG
SXW D FKLOG RQ KLV RZQ IDWKHU¶V ODS.

BXW« WKHQ RQH GD\« VXGGHQO\ 0DU\ ³KDG´ WR WDNH D MRXUQH\. AQG WKHUH¶V QR LQWLPDWLRQ WKDW
VKH WROG JRVHSK ZK\.



5HPHPEHU? IQ WKH QDWLYLW\ VWRULHV, 0DU\ LV YLVLWHG E\ DQ DQJHO ZKR JLYHV KHU WKH QHZV WKDW WKH
VKH ZLOO EH ZLWK FKLOG DQG JLYH ELUWK WR D VRQ DQG VKH LV WR JLYH KLP WKH QDPH RI JHVXV. ³HRZ ZLOO
WKLV EH?´ VKH DVNV, ³VLQFH I DP D YLUJLQ?´ AQG WKH DQJHO WHOOV KHU KRZ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW ZLOO EULQJ
KHU WKH FKLOG QRWLQJ: ³IRU QRWKLQJ LV LPSRVVLEOH ZLWK GRG.´

AQG ZLWK WKDW WKH DQJHO OHDYHV DQG WKH 6FULSWXUH WKHQ WHOOV XV WKDW 0DU\ JRW UHDG\ DQG KXUULHG
WR WDNH WKLV LPSRUWDQW MRXUQH\.

CDQ \RX LPDJLQH EHLQJ JRVHSK? 3HUKDSV KH KDG WKH IROORZLQJ WKRXJKWV:
:K\ GLG VKH KDYH WR OHDYH KRPH DQG WUDYHO DOO WKH ZD\ WR VRPH KLOO WRZQ LQ WKH FRXQWU\ RI
JXGHD? :K\ GLG VKH KDYH WR JR ³LQ KDVWH´? :KDW PXVW KDYH JRQH WKURXJK JRVHSK¶V PLQG? AQG
WKHQ, RI FRXUVH, DW VRPH SRLQW, 0DU\ KDG WR UHWXUQ DQG (JLYHQ WKH SDVVDJH RI WLPH) KHU
SUHJQDQF\ ZDV QRZ QR ORQJHU LQYLVLEOH!!!!! 2Q KHU UHWXUQ, XQOHVV VKH ZDV LQFUHGLEO\ JRRG DW
FDPRXIODJH, JRVHSK ZRXOG KDYH NQRZQ 0DU\ ZDV SUHJQDQW.

³3UHJQDQW?´ ³0DU\?´ ³:KR GRHV VKH NQRZ LQ JXGHD?´

³BXW, EXW, EXW« WKLV LV 0DU\... I NQRZ KHU! DRQ¶W I?´

<RX NQRZ, ZH DOO UHDG WKH BLEOH, ZH UHDG WKH 6FULSWXUHV. 3HUKDSV ZH PLJKW VRPHWLPHV IHHO ZH
KDYH D KDQGOH RQ WKLQJV ELEOLFDO. :H PLJKW HYHQ VD\ ZH NQRZ ZKDW¶V ZKDW DQG ZKLOH GRG PLJKW
VXUSULVH XV RQFH LQ D ZKLOH, WKLQJV ZLOO SUHWW\ PXFK EH OLNH WKH\ DOZD\V DUH.

JRVHSK DQG 0DU\ ± WKH\ ZRXOG KDYH UHDG WKHLU 6FULSWXUHV WRR. 0D\EH HYHQ PRUH WKDQ XV. 7KH\
ZRXOG KDYH UHDG DERXW WKH HRO\ 6SLULW HYHQ. CRXOG WKH\ KDYH NQRZQ WKDW LW ZRXOG EH WKH HRO\
6SLULW WKDW ZRXOG EH WKH 2QH WR EULQJ D FKLOG WR VDYH PDQ DQG EULQJ SHDFH RQ HDUWK; FRXOG WKH\
KDYH NQRZQ ZKHQ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW ZRXOG EULQJ VXFK D FKLOG; DQG, FRXOG WKH\ KDYH NQRZQ WKDW WKH
HRO\ 6SLULW ZRXOG EH WKH 2QH WR EULQJ WKHP D FKLOG? 6XUHO\, 0DU\ DQG JRVHSK¶V LQLWLDO UHDFWLRQV
LQ WKH QDWLYLW\ VWRULHV ZHUH UHDFWLRQV RI VXUSULVH.

7KHUH DUH PDQ\ ZD\V WKDW WKLQJV FDQ KDSSHQ LQ OLIH. 7KH\ FDQ KDSSHQ E\ DFFLGHQW, WKH\ FDQ
KDSSHQ E\ HQGHDYRU, WKH\ FDQ KDSSHQ HYHQ E\ RXU RZQ SODQV ± EXW QRQH RI WKHVH FRPSDUH WR
WKH SODQV RI GRG DQG ZKDW HH FDQ GR; DEVROXWHO\, QRWKLQJ! FRU QRWKLQJ LV LPSRVVLEOH ZLWK GRG.
GRG¶V SODQV IDU H[FHHGLQJO\ RXWZHLJK, RXWVWUHWFK DQG VXSHUVHGH DQ\WKLQJ ZH FDQ RU FRXOG
LPDJLQH. 7KLV FDQ ILOO XV ZLWK PDUYHO DQG ZRQGHU ZKHQ WKLQJV DUH JRLQJ ZHOO IRU XV. :H FDQ
UHIOHFW DQG H[SUHVV WKH WKRXJKW ³RK, WKDQN \RX, LRUG \RXU SODQV DUH VXUHO\ ZRQGHUIXO´. AW WKH
VDPH WLPH, HLV SODQV FDQ ILOO XV ZLWK DVVXUDQFH DQG KRSH ZKHQ WKLQJV DUH QRW VR ZHOO. ³7KDQN
\RX, LRUG, IRU EHLQJ WKHUH; WKDQN \RX, LRUG, IRU SODQV WKDW ZLOO VDIHJXDUG DQG SURWHFW PH.´

AV IRU JRVHSK, KH ZDV FDXJKW LQ WKH FURVVILUH RI GRXEWV DQG DQ[LHWLHV. 7KLQJV ZHUH QRW VR ZHOO.
³3UHJQDQW?´ ³0DU\?´ ³:KR GRHV VKH NQRZ LQ JXGHD?´ ³BXW, EXW, EXW, WKLV LV 0DU\... I NQRZ KHU!
DRQ¶W I?´

JRVHSK IRXQG KLPVHOI LQ WKH PLGVW RI WXUPRLO. 3HUKDSV, \RX¶YH IRXQG \RXUVHOI LQ WXUPRLO, WRR?
6XFK VLWXDWLRQV EULQJ PRUH TXHVWLRQV WKDQ DQVZHUV. FRU JRVHSK, WKHUH ZHUH TXHVWLRQV DERXW
0DU\, TXHVWLRQV DERXW KHU JRLQJ WR JXGHD, TXHVWLRQV DERXW KHU EHFRPLQJ SUHJQDQW, TXHVWLRQV
DERXW WKH PDUULDJH. DLG JRVHSK WXUQ WR 6FULSWXUH IRU JXLGDQFH? DLG KH JR WR KLV 5DEEL? DLG KH
VSHDN ZLWK IULHQGV, ZLWK IDPLO\? DLG KH LVRODWH KLPVHOI? DLG KH EXU\ KLPVHOI LQ ZRUN KRSLQJ LW
ZRXOG DOO JR DZD\? :KHUH GR \RX WXUQ LQ WLPHV OLNH WKLV? HRZ GR \RX UHVSRQG?

:H KDYH VRPH LQVLJKWV LQWR WKH KHDUW DQG PLQG RI JRVHSK LQ WKH PLGVW RI DOO WKLV WXUPRLO. LHW¶V
ORRN DJDLQ DW ZKDW WKH 6FULSWXUH VD\V, DQG NHHS LQ PLQG DOO WKH FRQWH[W ZH FDQ PXVWHU DV ZH
DWWHPSW WR ILQG VRPH FODULW\ UHJDUGLQJ KLV VLWXDWLRQ; JLYLQJ XV WKH EHQHILWV RI VHHLQJ KRZ RWKHUV
JR WKURXJK GLIILFXOWLHV; JLYLQJ XV WKH LQVLJKW RI VHHLQJ PRUH RI WKLV PDQ JRVHSK.



³AQG JRVHSK KHU KXVEDQG, EHLQJ D ULJKWHRXV PDQ DQG QRW ZDQWLQJ WR GLVJUDFH KHU, SODQQHG WR
VHQG KHU DZD\ VHFUHWO\.´ 0DWKHZ 1:19.

:H FDQ VHH WKDW JRVHSK KDV KLV RZQ SODQV. :H FDQ VHH WKDW JRVHSK KDV FRPH WR D FRQFOXVLRQ;
QDPHO\, WKDW KH LV JRLQJ WR GLVPLVV 0DU\ ± RU, SXW DQRWKHU ZD\, KH LV JRLQJ WR GLYRUFH KHU.

:H VKRXOG QRWH WZR WKLQJV. FLUVW WKDW JRVHSK ZDV D ULJKWHRXV PDQ. 6HFRQG, (LI \RX UHFDOO) KH
ZDV D PDQ ZKR FDPH IURP WKH OLQH RI DDYLG, DQG IURP AEUDKDP ± SLOODUV LQ WKH IDLWK RI IVUDHO.
JRVHSK ZDV D PDQ ZKR ZDV EURXJKW XS LQ WKH WUDGLWLRQV RI IVUDHO. HH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ EURXJKW
XS OHDUQLQJ WKH FRPPDQGPHQWV RI GRG. 6R, WR FDOO KLP D ULJKWHRXV PDQ, LW VD\V VRPHWKLQJ YHU\
VSHFLILF DERXW KLP. IW¶V VD\LQJ WKDW DV D ULJKWHRXV PDQ, KH ZDV VRPHRQH ZKR EHOLHYHG LQ WKH
GRG RI IVUDHO. JRVHSK ZDV D PDQ ZKR NQHZ ZKDW LW PHDQW WR EH D IROORZHU RI GRG.

CDQ \RX VHH WKH WHQVLRQ WKDW H[LVWV LQ WKRVH ZRUGV RI 0DWWKHZ 1:19... ³KH ZDV D ULJKWHRXV
PDQ... >DERXW@ ... WR GLYRUFH´. GLYHQ DOO WKH LVVXHV, DQG HVSHFLDOO\ WKDW JRVHSK GLGQ¶W HYHQ VHH
WKLV VLWXDWLRQ FRPLQJ, ZKDW SDLQ GR \RX WKLQN JRVHSK ZDV JRLQJ WKURXJK? HRZ HDV\ GR \RX
WKLQN LW ZDV IRU KLP WR FRQWHPSODWH GLYRUFH? 3UREDEO\ QRW HDV\ DW DOO.

II \RX¶YH EHHQ WKURXJK D UHODWLRQVKLS EUHDN XS, HYHQ VWUXJJOLQJ QRZ, SHUKDSV \RX FDQ LGHQWLI\,
HYHQ LQ SDUW, KRZ WRUQ RQ WKH LQVLGH JRVHSK PXVW KDYH IHOW. HLV OLIH KDG FKDQJHG GUDPDWLFDOO\.
HRSHV DQG GUHDPV ZHUH VKDWWHUHG. :KDW ZDV SURPLVHG LQ EHWURWKDO KDG VHHPLQJO\ JRQH.
AQJXLVK DQG GHHS GLOHPPD IORRGHG KLV KHDUW DQG PLQG. 3DLQIXO GHFLVLRQV KDG WR EH PDGH. 7KH
RQH KH ORYHG« ZDV WR EH SXW DZD\. 7KH VPHDU RI VFDQGDO VWDLQHG KLV IRUZDUG VWHSV. :DV WKHUH
DQ\ IXWXUH DW DOO? :RXOG KH HYHQ KDYH D FKLOG? :RXOG KH HYHU VHH KLV FKLOG RQ KLV RZQ IDWKHU¶V
NQHH? HRZ ORQJ ZRXOG WKLV SDLQ WDNH? 7KLV ZDV WKH FUXHO FLUFXPVWDQFH KH QR GRXEW IHOW KH ZDV
LQ. 0RVW OLNHO\, KH IHOW EHWUD\HG. AQG, LQ DOO RI WKLV, ZKDW 0DU\ ZDV WHOOLQJ KLP SUREDEO\ PDGH
DEVROXWHO\ QR VHQVH DW DOO. HRZ GLIILFXOW OLIH FDQ EH VRPHWLPHV. 5HDOO\ GLIILFXOW.

II WKH VWRU\ HQGHG WKHUH, ZH ZRXOG KDYH D SRRU PHVVDJH WR VKDUH. BXW, EHFDXVH JRVHSK LV D
ULJKWHRXV PDQ, WKHUH LV DSSDUHQW LQ KLV OLIH (D FKDUDFWHULVWLF RI KLV OLIH), D GHHS VHOI-FRQWURO RYHU
KLV HPRWLRQV DQG RYHU KLV DFWLRQV. 7KHUH LV QR HYLGHQFH RI DQ XJO\ VFHQH, QR VWRU\ RI ODVKLQJ
RXW, QR DFULPRQLRXV PHVV. 1R, JRVHSK LV D ULJKWHRXV PDQ. 7KHUH LV DEVROXWHO\ QR VXJJHVWLRQ
WKDW JRVHSK VD\V WR GRG, ³OHW PH SXW P\ ULJKWHRXVQHVV DVLGH IRU 5 PLQXWHV, DQG OHW PH MXVW YHQW
P\ DQJHU, P\ UDJH, P\ KXUW.´ 1R, QRW DW DOO! IQ DOO RI WKLV GLVDUUD\, JRVHSK KDV DQ DOOHJLDQFH WR
GRG DQG WR GRG¶V :RUG. AQG VR, ZKLOH WKHUH LV DQ LQWHUQDO EDWWOH JRLQJ RQ LQ JRVHSK¶V OLIH, WKH
WH[W, LQ D YHU\ PDWWHU RI IDFW ZD\, VLPSO\ VWDWHV WKDW JRVHSK GLGQ¶W ZDQW WR H[SRVH 0DU\ SXEOLFO\.

II \RX JR WR FHUWDLQ FXOWXUHV DURXQG WKH ZRUOG, ZRPHQ DUH VKXQQHG, ZRPHQ DUH WKURZQ LQWR
MDLO, ZRPHQ DUH HYHQ VWRQHG LQ VXFK VLWXDWLRQV. BXW JRVHSK LV D ULJKWHRXV PDQ. 0DU\ FRXOG
KDYH EHHQ VKXQQHG, 0DU\ FRXOG KDYH EHHQ WKURZQ LQWR MDLO, 0DU\ FRXOG KDYH EHHQ VWRQHG. AQG
VR, ZKLOH WKH ODZ RI 0RVHV UHJDUGLQJ GLYRUFH ZDV JLYHQ WR SUHVHUYH WKLV SHRSOH VR WKDW WKHUH
ZRXOG EH D VHQVH RI WUXH FRPPXQLW\; ZKLOH WKH ODZ ZDV JLYHQ VR WKDW WKLV SHRSOH ZRXOG EH
GLIIHUHQW IURP DOO RWKHU SHRSOHV ZKR GLG QRW NQRZ GRG; ZKLOH WKH ODZ ZDV JLYHQ VR WKDW WKHUH
ZRXOG EH D SXULW\ DERXW HYHU\WKLQJ WKH\ GLG, ZKLFK ZDV WR ILOWHU GRZQ LQWR DOO RI WKHLU
UHODWLRQVKLSV, JRVHSK, D ULJKWHRXV PDQ H[WHQGV JUDFH.

JRVHSK H[WHQGV JUDFH EHFDXVH KH NQRZV KLV GRG ± DQG KLV GRG, RXU GRG, LV D GRG RI JUDFH.
JRVHSK HQFRXQWHUV GRG, ZKR WHOOV KLP, ³DR QRW EH DIUDLG.´ AQG WKHQ GRG JLYHV KLP WKH SODQV:
KH VKRXOG QRW GLYRUFH, LQVWHDG KH VKRXOG PDUU\ DV SODQQHG; WKDW 0DU\ ZLOO KDYH D CKLOG, D 6RQ
DQG JRVHSK ZLOO JHW WR FDOO WKH FKLOG JHVXV IRU HH ZLOO VDYH SHRSOH IURP WKHLU VLQV. AQG JRVHSK GLG
DOO WKLV. HH IHDUHG QRW. HH OLVWHQHG WR GRG. GRG SURYLGHG JRVHSK LQFUHGLEOH JUDFH. AQG ZKR LV
WR VD\ WKDW JHVXV GLG QRW VLW XSRQ JRVHSK¶V RZQ IDWKHUV ODS RI JDFRE?



:H PD\ JHW FDXJKW XS LQ VLWXDWLRQV, ZH PD\ KDYH RXU RZQ GRXEWV DQG TXHVWLRQV, EXW
UHPHPEHU: GRG KDV D SODQ IRU XV. AQG, HH ZDQWV XV WR NQRZ HLV SODQV. HLV ZRUGV RI 6FULSWXUH
SURYLGH XV FRQWHQW, GLUHFWLRQ, KRSH. :K\ EHFDXVH GRG LV D GRG RI JUDFH.

7KHUH DUH VR PDQ\ WKLQJV WKDW ZH KDYH \HW WR OHDUQ DERXW GRG DQG DERXW HLV SODQV. HDV GRG
VKDUHG HLV JUDFH ZLWK \RX? :KHWKHU \RX NQRZ LW RU QRW ± HLV JUDFH KDV EHHQ VKHG DEXQGDQWO\.

IQ HLP ZH KDYH UHGHPSWLRQ WKURXJK HLV EORRG, WKH IRUJLYHQHVV RI RXU WUHVSDVVHV, DFFRUGLQJ WR
WKH ULFKHV RI HLV JUDFH. ESK. 1:7.

HLV JUDFH LV VXIILFLHQW IRU \RX, LW¶V VXIILFLHQW IRU PH. GRG ZLOOV WKDW DOO EH VDYHG. 7KDW¶V HLV JUDFH.
GRG¶V JUDFH LV QRW MXVW H[WHQGHG WR XV DW VDOYDWLRQ, EXW IRU HYHU\ SDUW RI OLIH. ³AV HYHU\ PDQ
KDWK UHFHLYHG WKH JLIW, HYHQ VR PLQLVWHU WKH VDPH RQH WR DQRWKHU, DV JRRG VWHZDUGV RI WKH
PDQLIROG JUDFH RI GRG´ (1 3HWHU 4:10). GUDFH LV DYDLODEOH WR XV IRU HYHU\ FKDOOHQJH DQG WULDO DQG
WHPSWDWLRQ ZH IDFH. JXVW DV LW ZDV WR JRVHSK. 7KHUH LV QR SRVVLELOLW\ RI WKH VXSSO\ EHLQJ
H[KDXVWHG. 7KHUH LV QR GDQJHU RI JRLQJ WR GRG IRU KHOS RQO\ WR ILQG WKDW HH LV QR ORQJHU ZLOOLQJ
WR SURYLGH IRU XV. GRG¶V SODQV FDQ DQG RIWHQ ZLOO VXUSULVH XV. :K\? :H KDYH RYHUIORZLQJ
DEXQGDQW JUDFH IURP GRG.

HLV JUDFH WKRXJK ZH DUH VLQQHUV LV SOHDVDQW IRU VXUH, VZHHW LQGHHG, GHOLJKWIXO« GHILQLWHO\.

BXW PRUH WKDQ SOHDVDQW, VZHHW DQG GHOLJKWIXO, HLV JUDFH, RQFH ZH NQRZ LW, HOLFLWV ZLWKLQ XV GHHS
MR\. AQG WKDW¶V WKH PHDQLQJ RI PHUU\.

HLV JUDFH« WKDW¶V WKH UHDVRQ ZK\ ZH VKRXOG EH PHUU\.

0HUU\ CKULVWPDV!

6FULSWXUH 9HUVHV:   0DWWKHZ 1:16-25

JDFRE ZDV WKH IDWKHU RI JRVHSK WKH KXVEDQG RI 0DU\, E\ ZKRP JHVXV ZDV ERUQ, ZKR LV FDOOHG
WKH 0HVVLDK.
17 6R DOO WKH JHQHUDWLRQV IURP AEUDKDP WR DDYLG DUH IRXUWHHQ JHQHUDWLRQV; IURP DDYLG WR WKH
GHSRUWDWLRQ WR BDE\ORQ, IRXUWHHQ JHQHUDWLRQV; DQG IURP WKH GHSRUWDWLRQ WR BDE\ORQ WR WKH
0HVVLDK, IRXUWHHQ JHQHUDWLRQV.
CRQFHSWLRQ DQG BLUWK RI JHVXV
18 1RZ WKH ELUWK RI JHVXV CKULVW ZDV DV IROORZV: ZKHQ HLV PRWKHU 0DU\ KDG EHHQ EHWURWKHG WR
JRVHSK, EHIRUH WKH\ FDPH WRJHWKHU VKH ZDV IRXQG WR EH ZLWK FKLOG E\ WKH HRO\ 6SLULW. 19 AQG
JRVHSK KHU KXVEDQG, EHLQJ D ULJKWHRXV PDQ DQG QRW ZDQWLQJ WR GLVJUDFH KHU, SODQQHG WR VHQG
KHU DZD\ VHFUHWO\. 20 BXW ZKHQ KH KDG FRQVLGHUHG WKLV, EHKROG, DQ DQJHO RI WKH LRUG DSSHDUHG WR
KLP LQ D GUHDP, VD\LQJ, ³JRVHSK, VRQ RI DDYLG, GR QRW EH DIUDLG WR WDNH 0DU\ DV \RXU ZLIH; IRU
WKH CKLOG ZKR KDV EHHQ FRQFHLYHG LQ KHU LV RI WKH HRO\ 6SLULW. 21 6KH ZLOO EHDU D 6RQ; DQG \RX VKDOO
FDOO HLV QDPH JHVXV, IRU HH ZLOO VDYH HLV SHRSOH IURP WKHLU VLQV.´ 22 1RZ DOO WKLV WRRN SODFH WR
IXOILOO ZKDW ZDV VSRNHQ E\ WKH LRUG WKURXJK WKH SURSKHW: 23 ³BHKROG, WKH YLUJLQ VKDOO EH ZLWK FKLOG
DQG VKDOO EHDU D 6RQ, DQG WKH\ VKDOO FDOO HLV QDPH IPPDQXHO,´ ZKLFK WUDQVODWHG PHDQV, ³GRG
ZLWK XV.´ 24 AQG JRVHSK DZRNH IURP KLV VOHHS DQG GLG DV WKH DQJHO RI WKH LRUG FRPPDQGHG KLP,
DQG WRRN 0DU\ DV KLV ZLIH, 25 > EXW NHSW KHU D YLUJLQ XQWLO VKH JDYH ELUWK WR D 6RQ; DQG KH FDOOHG HLV
QDPH JHVXV.
 


